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Sex Establishments Licensing Policy

Appendix B - Consultation Report
APRIL 2025

This report has been produced to coincide with the committee report in relation to
the Sex Establishments Licensing Policy.

If you require this report in an alternative format (for example large print, Braille,
audio, Easy Read and alternative languages) please email
jointheconversation@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235 422425.
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Methodology

We consulted on the councils proposed Joint Sex Establishments Policy over a
4-week period running from Tuesday 11 February until 11.59pm on Tuesday 11
March 2025. The original policy, which was introduced in 2011 was due a review
and update.

We produced a survey and shared it with 236 stakeholders such as Public
Health, Trading Standards, town and parish councils and district councillors.

The survey collected views on the proposed policy, which included updates to
legislation and expansion to various sections to provide further detail and add
more clarity. The survey asked respondents to express their level of agreement
for the proposed policy and provide detailed comments if they disagreed with any
aspects.

During the review period, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse did not
have any sex shops, sex cinemas or sexual entertainment venues within the
districts. This updated policy would be in place for any future applications
received.

A total of three responses were received from district, county or town/parish
councillors (100%). This resulted in two qualitative comments which have been
responded to by an officer and can be viewed in this report. The feedback
received will coincide with the report which will be presented to the councils’
General Licensing Committees in Spring 2025.

Please note, respondents were asked to provide their postcode to help us
understand the geographic spread of responses. However, due to the low
response rate, the results for this question have been removed to protect
respondent anonymity.



Quantitative and Qualitative results
Q1. Are you responding as

100% of the feedback was received from district, county or town/parish
councillors.

Option Total Percent
A business/organisation 0 0%

A district, county or town/parish councillor 3 100%

A district, county or town/parish officer 0 0%

An individual/member of the public 0 0%
Other (please specify below): 0 0%

Q3. How far do you agree or disagree with the proposed Sex
Establishments Policy?

67% of respondents which is the equivalent of 2 respondents disagree with the
proposed Sex Establishments Policy, whilst 33% (1 respondent) expressed
agreement.

Option Total Percent
Strongly agree 1 33%
Agree 0 0%
Neither agree nor disagree 0 0%
Disagree 2 67%
Strongly disagree 0 0%

Q4. If you have disagreed with the proposed Sex Establishments Policy,
please provide your reason(s) why in the box below.

The qualitative results have been provided below, alongside an officer response.

Comment:

i don't agree with the number of venues being nil, cases should be determined on
merit, not rejected as a default

Officer response:

A nil policy is an early indication to an applicant that having taken into account
the local factors, the nature of our market towns and surrounding areas (for
example as family friendly, tourist or heritage areas), that the council has
determined that ‘nil’ is an appropriate number of licences that may be granted.
However, having a nil policy does not mean the council can reject the submission
of an application out of hand. All applications will still need to be determined on




their own merits, having regard to the criteria set out within the policy. If an
applicant makes a valid application and provides all of the documentation set out
in the policy, it will then be up to the licensing panel to determine it in line with
that policy taking into account factors such as the character of the locality, the
use of other premises in the vicinity and the layout and character of the proposed
premises.

Comment:

Sex shops are included in the nil policy (4.10, 5.5) yet research shows that sex
toys can positively impact women's health and wellbeing and | don't think that a
nil policy takes this into account. Sex toys play a crucial role in enhancing
sexual pleasure, facilitating orgasms as well as addressing medical conditions
such as orgasmic dysfunctions following cancer treatments [THE LANCET
Regional Health South East Asia Volume 32 100508, January 2025]. Mumsnet
identifies further mental and health benefits - natural pain relief; improved
sleep; reducing stress; promote relaxation; natural lubrication; improving sexual
satisfaction and overall well-being; improving self esteem and body confidence;
increase sexual pleasure and satisfaction [mumsnet - Can using a sex toy
really improve your health? - Sept 29 2023].

Officer response:

As above, a nil policy does not mean that a valid application would be rejected
without proper consideration. It should also be noted that whether a premises
is regarded as a sex shop or not depends on them selling a ‘significant degree’
of sex articles, so sex ‘toys’ may be available in certain high street shops
without the requirement for a licence.




Q5. What is your sex?

67% of respondents are Female and 33% are Male.

Option Total Percent
Female 2 67%
Male 1 33%
Prefer not to say 0 0%

Q6. Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at

birth?

100% of respondents gender is the same as their sex registered at birth.

Option Total Percent
Yes 3 100%
Prefer not to say 0 0%

No (please specify below) 0 0%

Q7. How old are you?

1 respondent is aged between 25-34 (33%), whilst the other respondents (2) are

aged between 45-54 (33%) and 55-64 (33%).

Option Total Percent
Under 16 0 0%
16-24 0 0%
25-34 1 33%
35-44 0 0%
45-54 1 33%
55-64 1 33%
65-74 0 0%

75+ 0 0%
Prefer not to say 0 0%




Q8. What is your ethnic group?

67% of respondents are of a white ethnic background, whilst 33% are from any

other white background.

Option Total Percent
White - English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish, British 2 67%
White - Irish 0 0%
White - Gypsy or Irish Traveller 0 0%
White - Roma 0 0%
Any other White background (you can specify below) 1 33%
Asian or Asian British - Indian 0 0%
Asian or Asian British - Pakistani 0 0%
Asian or Asian British - Bangladeshi 0 0%
Asian or Asian British - Chinese 0 0%
Any other Asian background (you can specify below) 0 0%
Black, Black British- Caribbean 0 0%
Black, Black British- African background 0 0%
Any other Black, Black British, Caribbean or African 0 0%
background (you can specify below)

Mixed or Multiple Ethnic Groups - White and Black 0 0%
Caribbean

Mixed or Multiple Ethnic Groups - White and Black 0 0%
African

Mixed or Multiple Ethnic Groups - White and Asian 0 0%
Any other Mixed or Multiple background (you can specify |0 0%
below)

Any other ethnic Group - Arab 0 0%
Any other ethnic Group (you can specify below) 0 0%
Prefer not to say 0 0%

Q9. Do you have any physical or mental health conditions or iliness lasting

or expecting to last 12 months or more?

100% of respondents do not have any physical or mental health conditions or

illnesses.
Option Total Percent
Yes 0 0%
No 3 100%
Prefer not to say 0 0%




Survey
A copy of the online survey is provided below.

We are currently reviewing our existing joint licensing policy for sex
establishments in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse. The original
policy, which was introduced in 2011, is now due a review and update.

What is a sex establishment?

A sex establishment can either be a sex shop, sex cinema or sexual
entertainment venue.

A sex shop is any premises used for a business that consists to a significant
degree of selling, hiring, exchanging, lending, displaying, or demonstrating sex-
related articles.

A sex cinema is a venue where a significant portion of screenings feature content
of a sexually explicit nature.

A sexual entertainment venue commonly known as a lap dancing venue, is a
premises where live performances or displays of nudity are provided for the
financial benefit of the organiser or performer.

There are strict rules governing the licensing of sex establishments and we can
grant or refuse to renew a licence depending on whether we consider them
suitable for the local area, and the number of similar premises already located
there.

For details on how we use data relating to licence holders and applicants, please
see our privacy notice for licence holders and applicants.

The proposed policy includes updates to legislation and expansion to various
sections to provide further detail and to add more clarity. You can view a
document of the proposed changes and proposed Sex Establishments Policy
here.

Please note that South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse currently do not
have any sex shops, or sex cinemas or sexual entertainment venues within the
districts. This updated policy will apply to any future applications we receive.

We invite you to share your views on the proposed policy from Tuesday 11
February until 11.59pm on Tuesday 11 March 2025.



If you have any questions about this consultation or require it in an alternative
format (for example large print, braille, audio, easy read and alternative
languages), please email licensing@southoxon.gov.uk and
licensing.unit@whitehorsedc.gov.uk or call 01235 422556.

What happens next?

Once the consultation has closed, we will review and consider all the comments
raised. A consultation summary report of the results will be produced and
published on our website. This report will be shared with the Licensing
Committees, who will make the final decision to adopt the policy or not.

Personal details?

If you are responding as an individual/member of the public, we ask for the first
part of your postcode, you are not required to provide your name or contact
details. Any personal information you provide to the councils within your
comments that could identify you, will not be published in the summary report.

If you are responding in your capacity as a council, councillor or council officer or
business/organisation we ask you to provide the name of your council or
business/organisation- the summary report will include this information.

The consultation includes equality questions at the end. All questions are
optional. All information is confidential and will only be used to help us monitor
whether views differ across the community. Further information on data
protection is available in our privacy statement.

About you
1. Are you responding as:

A business/organisation

A district, county or town/parish councillor
A district, county or town/parish officer
An individual/member of the public

Other (please specify below):

2. So we can understand if we've reached everyone we need to, please tell
us the first part of your postcode in the box below, e.g. 0X10 1



Sex Establishments Policy

You can view a document of the proposed changes and proposed Sex
Establishments Policy for South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse here.

Please note that South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse districts currently do
not have any sexual entertainment venues, sex shops, or sex cinemas within the
district. This policy will apply to any future applications we receive.

3. How far do you agree or disagree with the proposed Sex Establishments
Policy?

Strongly agree
Agree
Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

4. If you have disagreed with the proposed Sex Establishments Policy,
please provide your reason(s) why in the box below.

Please make it clear within your comments which section of the policy you're
referring to.

Anything else?

5. If you have any other comments on the proposed Sex Establishments
Policy, please provide them below.

Our commitment to equal access for all



We are committed to making sure that residents have equal access to all council
services. Please help us to keep track of how successfully we are achieving this
by ticking the appropriate boxes below.

All questions are optional. All information is confidential and will only be used to
help us monitor whether views differ across the community.

6. What is your sex?

Female
Male

Prefer not to say

7. Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?

Yes

Prefer not to say

No (please specify below)

8. How old are you?

Under 16 55-64

16-24 65-74

25-34 75+

35-44 Prefer not to say
45-54

9. What is your ethnic group?

White
English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish, British

Irish

Gypsy or Irish Traveller
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Roma

Any other white background (you can specify below)

Asian or Asian British

Indian
Pakistani
Bangladeshi
Chinese

Any other Asian background (you can specify below)

Black or Black British

Caribbean

African

Any other black, black British, Caribbean or African background (you can specify
below)

Mixed or Multiple Ethnic Groups
White and Black Caribbean

White and Black African
White and Asian
Any other mixed or multiple background (you can specify below)

Other Ethnic Group
Arab

Any other ethnic group (please specify below):
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10.Do you have any physical or mental health conditions or iliness lasting
or expecting to last 12 months or more?

Yes

No

Prefer not to say

11.Do any of your conditions or ilinesses reduce your ability to carry out
day to day activities?

Yes, a lot

Yes, a little
Not at all
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Communications

A copy of the email notification shared with stakeholders is provided below.

South Oxfordshire /,)—<Q Vale of White Horse
District Council ( District Council

Joinithe/Conversation

Sex Establishments Licensing Policy - your views

Dear << Test First Name >>

We are currently reviewing our existing joint licensing policy for sex establishments in
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse. The original policy, which was introduced
in 2011, is now due a review and update.

The proposed policy includes updates to legislation and expansion to various sections
to provide further detail and to add more clarity.

Please note that South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse currently do not
have any sex shops, or sex cinemas or sexual entertainment venues within the
districts. This updated policy will apply to any future applications we receive.

We invite you to share your views on the proposed policy from Tuesday 11

13


https://mailchi.mp/64f000e7632f/have-your-say-playing-pitches-and-leisure-facilities-17337475?e=%5bUNIQID%5d

February until 11.59pm on Tuesday 11 March 2025.

Click here to join the conversation!

This consultation is open only to council members, town and parish councils, and
responsible authorities, who will be notified directly. The survey link in this email is for

your use only and linked to your email address.

If you wish to pass this survey on to another individual to complete on behalf of a
parish or responsible authority, please provide them with this alternative survey link.

Please note, this link is for members and partner organisations only.

P Vale
of White Horse

District Council

South Oxfordshire

Listening Learning Leading

If you have any questions about the Sex Establishments Policy consultation or you require it in an alternative
format (for example large print, Braille, audio, Easy Read and alternative languages), please

email licensing@southoxon.gov.uk and licening.unit@whitehorsedc.gov.uk or call 01235 422556.

Data protection
Please view our Privacy Notice regarding how your personal data is used for this consultation, available on our

websites: South Oxfordshire webpage and Vale of White Horse webpage.
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https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/legal-and-democratic/b5dd3547
https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/legal-and-democratic/b5dd3547
mailto:Licensing.unit@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
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