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INTRODUCTION

Eye& DunsderNeighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) on behBifeff Dunsden
Parish Council appointddz AllerCMLI(Environmental Plannintandscape Architectujen
August2020to undertake theEye& DunsderParish Landscape Character Assessment and
analysis ofhe open land withirthe parish to inform the emergingolices in the
Neighbourhood Plan to identify the value of the landscape r@edmmend areas which
constitute aLocal \dluedLandscape.

The Study Area falls wholly in South Oxfordshire District. Figue8 $how theparish

boundary and the Neighbourhood Plan Area (NPA) wdhlisbfollows theparish boundary. A

small part of theparish lies within the Chilterns Area of OutstandiraguMal Beauty which
alsoborders the nortlern edge of theparish asshown inFigure 4. Theoutheastern

boundary is the line of the River Thames beyond which lies Wokingham District within
Berkshire. Thearish shown in Figure 1, covers the open landscafpa®parish/NPA

including thethree rural settlements of Sonning Eylelayhatch andunsden Greerand a

cluster of houses in open countrysidellectively known as Littlestead Green

The study will form part of thEye& Dunsderb 5t Qa S@ARSYy O0S o6l asS yR
landscape evidence to be used in plan making and planning decisions.

This reportbuilds on published landscape character studies most notably the South
Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017 (in support of the emerging South
Oxfordshire Local Plan 2034), the Oxfordshire Historic Landscape Character Assessment
2017, and datasurces from South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC). A full list of
documentsisin included in Appendix 1.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

Thisstudysets out toprovide a transparent, consistent, and objective approach to
understanding the landscand visual attributes of thparish and to provide thearish

and Local Planning Authority officers with a robust and clear landscape evidenc&hase.
overriding objectivesor thislandscapeassessmenare as follows:

1 Analysis of thdandscapewithin the parishincluding thethree ruralsettlementsof
Sonningeye, Plalyatch, and DunsderGGreen and the cluster of houses known as
Littlestead Green

1 Identify and describe the variation in the character of the landscape a¢hegsarishin
the form of Parishandscape Character Areas (PLCAS)

1 Proposdand management and development recommendations for each PLCA

This report will meet the following objectiseof the Eye & Dunsden Neighbourhood
Development Plan:

I To provide a comprehensive and objective assessment of the landscape character,
visual attributes and value of the land outside of the Chilterns AONB

3 7
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1 To identify characteristics of the area that eaft those found within the adjacent
Chilterns AONB and their contribution to the setting of the Chilterns AONB

1 Toprovide evidence for thparish to be included as a Local Valladdscapeand

1  The contribution thidocal Valued Landscajpeovides with regard to the separation of
settlements within the parish

The boundaries of the PLCAs are based, as a starting point on the wider landscape character
types identified in the South Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017 aad then
detailed deskbase and fieldwork assessment. TRiedy also considers the visual

characteristics of thgarish; key views and vistas, landmark features, important skylines and
particular sensitive visual receptors.

The study takes into accourtté locations of ecological, heritage and recreational assets but
does not include detailed studies of these topics. However historic landscape
characterisation by Oxfordshire County Council has been used to further understand
survivinglandscapeatterns cerived from the historic landscape.

In the light of NPPF pai&4 a) and b) the Study assists the NDP in its identification of
ValuedLandscapes within thearish outside of the Chilterns AONB. The Study identifies
landscape and visual features of value in each area which collectively form the physical
attributes which define/aluedLandscapes within the Neighbourhood Plan Area. The Study
does not start with he premise that all landscapes are valuee. &s falling within NPPF

para 17 (a) but through careful examination of those features shared with the AONB or
identified as worthy of conservation and enhancemaatset out within theSODC

Landscape Chatall SNJ ! aaSaavYSyid wanmt O0AYy | OO2NRI yOS
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment version 3 paras 5.26 to 5.31),
identifies those areas that meet the criteria fdaluedLandscapes.

LANDSCAPE SETTING

Location (see lgure 1)

The Study Area falls within South Oxfordshire District, the most southerly part of
Oxfordshire. Thearish borders onto Wokingham District which lies to the south east,
Reading Borough Council to the west, both within Berkshire

Theparish lies between the River Thames to the south gaghe west theparish abutghe
built-up area of Caversham and a snyadit of Kidmore Parish. Withithe north easta small
part of theparish is included within th€hilternsAONB To the south ofhe parish on the
opposite side of the River Thamdiss the village of Sonning, which then extends further
south intoWoodley a suburb of Reading. To thartheast ofthe parish isBinfield Heath
Parish andgshiplake Parish whidoth contain a numbenf small villages

Theparish containgour smallareas of housingAs set out within SODC Settlement
Assessment Paper 201Blayhatchis described as a small village, Dunsden Green and
Sonning Eye arelassified a4 WRillage&dedcription lower than a small villagend

Littlestead Green is not classifiidef SODC Core Strategy 2012 and Settlement Assessment
Background Pagy 2018)
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Topography and Hydrology (see Figures 5)

Thetopography and landformare a key characteristic of thgarish Theparish lies on the
dipslopes of the Chiltern Hills which descend down to the River Thames floodplain. At its
highestpoint towards the north eastern boundarthe parishsits at102mmAODon the
southern side of Comp Wooftpm here the landfornfalls south-eastwardsasa gently
undulating landform taaround 70m AOD, where the landform thdascendsnore steeply
forming part ofthe Thames Riveralley sidedown to around the 40m AOD contour. At this
elevation the landform thefflattens out and forms part of the floodplafor the River
Thames at aroundnd below 35m AOD.

TheThames Riveralley sidecreates a local skylindeature ascan beviewed from theA4155
and the Thames Path which aligns the River Thafiesdevelopment free skyline
demarcated by small woodlandsd openarable fields provide locahdmarks a well as
enclosing andddngto the rural character of th& hamesvalley floodplain From this
elevatedvalley sidghere are therextensive views to the soutlsome opensomeframed
down across the Thames Valley to far horizons including the wooded Bowsey Hill.

The River Thamesasme of thekey features of the parish with its extensive floodplain
containing drainage ditches and minor tributariasludingBerryBrook which aligns ahg
the foot of thevalley sideThere is &o aloose line of springs alongdtbase of thevalley
side with PoolSpringidentified on the OS map aralso providing a name for an adjacent
minor road Spring Lane.

Above tte valleyside,the landscape haanelevatedopen character where the
predominantlyarable landscape allows thstinctivedry and semidry valleyswhich are
carved into thdandformto be visible agurvaceous sculpturddndforms Further north
beyond these prominent drgind semidry valleys the landform becomes less pronounced
and forms amore intimateundulatinglandform corntaining a number oémallshallow
valleysone of the key valleyaligns adjacent Tagg Lane whiathocontainsa seasonal
watercourse Further to the north the landform forms a more pronounced plateau where
due to its elevated character allows long views out to the north vaestfurther to the east
within the Chilterns AONB

Vegetation andEcology (see Figure 6)

Theparishprovidesa mix of small/medium sized arable fields and grassland, woodlands and

an interconnecting network of ripariamoodlandaround the lakeskFields of grassland can
be foundadjacent isolated farmsteaddyvellings, aroundthe periphery othe settlements
adjacent areas of woodlarehdwith also & anextensivelinear fieldadjacent the River
Thames.

Woodlands are featureof the parish and can be fouriwwardsthe northernparish
boundary where they then becomenore concentrateceyond theparish boundaryaround
BinfieldHeath Woodlands withirthis area includé.adyd $hawwWood (which is withinthe
Chilterns AONB CompWood, RoundWood, TheFrs, AshCopseand Spanhill Copse.
Woodlandalso forms a lineafieature alonghe western edge of thearish which includes
Blackhous&Voodandareas of woodland adjacent Caversham Park Rigadlingdown to
MilestoneWood. A number of these woodlands are Anci&bodland and Ancient
ReplantedWoodland
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3.10 Throughout theparish, but particularly within the nortremall woodlandcopses often
isolatedwithin large arable fieldsnark the location of smatedundantchalk pits A good
examplecanbesegfi2 NIIK ¢6Said 2F . NBIFydiQa CI N¥Y

3.11 South of the A1455 and the B4%3) the Thames fladplainthe landscape is dominated lay
number of interconnectindlooded quarriesOn thebanks andadjacentunflooded areasa
network of riparian vegetatiomas developedAlso,within this relatively new landscape
there are a number of mature oak treasichhave survivedrom the previous farmed
landscape.

3.12 Hedgerowgnot including garden onegye a featureof the parish.Generally obust, native
and deciduous in character and containing matoadtrees. Isolated mature trees caalso
be seen within fields, often demarcatirie location of previouswedgerow boundaries.

Historic Landscape (Sdegure 3)

3.13 Oxfordshire County Council published its Historic Landscape Character Assessment for the
whole of the County in 2017. This shows that gagishhas a number of distinguishing
historic landscape patterns including the surviving pre 18th cemngient erclosurewith
four areaddentified within the parish as followsnorth westof DunsdenGreenandnorth of
Littlestead GreenSouth of Spanhill Copse; North of Bints Farm and the area gitfigh
az2dzi K 27F [ | Redt@ithin hekADNB). FHer2 R alsim area opre 1881 post
medievalpiecemeaknclosurealongside the River Thame&eas ofAncient enclosurare a
feature of the Chilterns AONB.

3.14 Sonning Eye idesignated a&onservation Area, which also contairglisted Buildings.
There are numeroukisted Buildingsthroughout therest of theparish with concentrations
at Playhatch(5) and aroundthe periphery of DunsdeGreen(7). Farmsteadoften contain
Listed Buildings for exampleThe Row.ane Farmhouseis Grade [I*with the adjacentC18
Grade llisted barn Isolatedcottages rural in characteare alsdound to belisted for
example theGrade Il:0ld Thatchedottage C16/C17 with later additions.

3.15 Theparish has no registered Parks or Gardetswever,to the westbeyond theparish
boundary isCavershanfPark Caversham ParkasRegistered Grade Park andGardenwith
remains of a landscape padid outA y (i K Sy hamcelot BréwrfN2 Y G KS S NI & wmo
the area of outer parklanevaslargelybuilt on extending across to theesternedge of
Milestone Wood, which nowontributes tothe outerwooded easterredge of Caversham.
hy S| NIGSmapytmem@aibeyond MilestorWood tothe eastextending across to
Playhatchis shownasopenagricultural landwhichas seercanstill be appreciated today.

Perceptual/Experiential Landscape

3.16 The parishhas an overiding rural character with exceptionally good scenic value as a result
of the internal mix of river landscapesmall to medium fieldghe open rivewalley side
local undulating dipslopes aritbodplain topography maturewoodland mature tree belts
andmaturetrees, local landmarksa high number of listeBuildings small rural hamletand
the scenic vistasicross this landscapeyer the Thames Valldg the southandacross to
the Chiltems AONBo the NE and\NW.
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Theparish has numerous small lanes and Public Rights ofpfdajdingaccess across the
parishincluding dowrthe rivervalley sideo the River Thameslong the River Thanse
(River ThameRath:National Trailpndacross into theurban area of Cavershamhese
paths are wetused by walkersrunnersand where permitéd, cyclists Anetwork of
permissivdootpathshasalso been added to provide access to the lakes

Theparish has a few detracting features. The overhead pylons which align in agourtin
directionon the western side of the parisithe two major roadsA4155and the B478

although bisy are well enclosed by roadside vegetation and with regard t\#is5is only
visible from the wider landscape at Hampstead Hill. Other roads due to often being set in a
slight cutting and enclosed by robust hedgerows, often with mature treesatrgisually
dominant within the landscapeédditionally,theseminor roads are surprisingly ogti with

low levels of traffiavhich further allows easy walking and use by cyclists

The linear woodlanthedgerow/tree beltalong the westermparishboundary has not only
controlled urban sprawbut as a screen hadso retainedhe strong sense alrality within
the parishright up to the edge of Caversham, providing an areianafiediatecontrast which
canalsobe easily accessible from Caversham.

Settlement Pattern

Thethree rural hamlets(Dunsden Green, Playhatch and Sonning Byé)the group of
houses at Littlestead Greeme separated by open countrysidedare quite distinct from
each other.The settlements are alsseparate from Caversham to the wdst open fields
and therobust linearwoodlandtrees/hedgerowswhichaligns along the western boundary
of the parish

DunsdenGreen is a small settlement which ddeped around aoadjunction andthe
Green. Development on the approach roaddingar, asymmetrical and intermittent which
allows viewsut to the surrounding countrysidand the integration of rural elements into
its rural settlementcharacter.Excepfor the 4 semidetached dwellings leading south
towards Playhatchandthe one semidetacheddwellingon the edge of Dunsden Watis
simplerural hamlet has largely remained unchanged since the late @890b

A groupof housessurroundedby opencountrysideformsLittlestead Greenwhichis also

smallerthan Dunsden Gen. Although Green is within its name, there is no evidence of a

Green today however originally there was an area markechddt 2 dzy RQ 2y Iy h{ YI
1879, which is also a feature which has commof#ghtsand often found on village

Greens.Littlestead Gren forms a very small nucleated area of dwellings around the junction

of Foxhill Lane, Roliane and a bridleway leading west from Dunsden Grédso,very little

KFda OKIFIy3aSR Ay AlGa F2N¥ aiAyOS GKS 1G4S wmynnQ:

Within the adjacent countryside of Dunsu&reen and Littlestead Green there are a
number of outlying farmsteads which gives both thésenletsa dispersedural settlement
character.

Playhatchhas a morenucleated settlement form originally centred on the junction with
Foxill Lane andhe unnamed road running through Playhatethile located justabove the
River Thames Floodplain. Mature trees, hedgerow boundaries, large rear gardens and small
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grass paddocks are a feature of the periphefyhis settlement whichprovides a buffer and
a contrastwith the surroundingopen arabldields.

Sonnirg Eyeslocated on the northern side of theiver Thamesvohingfrom a river
crossing point. Although thedB8 whichruns through this villages busy with vehicular
traffic, this soordissipates as you leave the settlememtiong the ThameBath, where
looking back, Sonning Eye is then screened by its mature periphery trees.

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER CONKFigX€2)

Theparishlies mainly within the National Character AN&A110: Chilterremd with a small
section to the south within National Character Al@A115 Thames Vall&heChilterns
NCAincludes the Chilterns AONB but covers a wider area and is defined, amongst other
things, by the close relationship between the Chiltern HillsthedThamed/alley.

ThelandscapdetharacterAssessment of South Oxfordshire District was originally completed
in 2003. This document was updated by the South Oxfordshire Landscape Character
AssessmentSOLCASeptember 2017 which forms part of the evidence base for the SODC
Local Plan 2034. The 2017 work reflects much of what was to be found in the 2003 study
with some update in the guidelines. The 2017 work however excludes the assessment of
landscape sensitity and landscape strategies contained within the original work.

The parishfalls within o Districtwide landscape character are§SOLCATheChilterns
Plateau withvalleySLCA10and the Thames Valley and Fringes Landscape Character Area
(LCA11)

Chiltern Plateau with Valleys LCA10

Chiltern Plateau witalleys LCA10 (see Figure 2)nisatensivad.CA withirSouth
Oxfordshire and covers an arfram the parishextending noth westwards to the Chilterns
escarpment. Within thearish this LCA covers the northern part of gagish from Dunsden
Green, west to Caversham and across to the gmdtiding Ash Copse on the northern side
of the A4155 ThisLCAis subdivided intoLandscapeCharacter Tygs (ICTs) of which the
following are found within thearish

1 SemienclosedipslopesThere are two areawithin the parishwhich this Landscape
Type covers, the main arextends from Dunsden Green acrosstie west:Caversham
Park to the north, just north of RowLane Farmhouse andhen across to the eastern
boundary of theparish The second area includesmallerarea to the west eound and
including Bishoplandsarm down to Kiln Road

1 OpendipslopesThis Landscap&ypeextendsfrom the north across the main elevated
area eastaroundBishopland$arm down to the northern side of Sandj#ne in the
east and the northern edge of Blackhowseod in the west

1 Wooded dipslopeThis covers a smadirea within theparishand includes Com@/ood
on the northern boundary of thparish

Key characteristics of the Chilterns Plateau with Valleys Landscape Character Area LCA10 of
relevance to theparishare set out in sections 1585.6 of the 2017 studyand are as
follows:



DRAFk 12 26" April 2022

= =4 —a A

E ]

An undulating landscape ranging from c. 40m AOD to c. 210m AOD

The plateau is dissected by an irregular pattern of shallow, small scale dry valleys
Heavily wooded landscape

Areasof Ancient Woodlandncluding Blackhouse Wood, AGopse, amrea of
woodlandnorth of Littlestead CloseAlso, areas aAncientWoodland replated at

GComp Wood and part of Round Wood

No major roads cross throughis area

Sparsely settled with small villagasd hamlets. Thbamletof Dunsden Green

comprises the largest settlement

Agriculture comprises the predominant land use with arable and pasture.

Narrow lanes and tall hedgerows

Chilterns Plateau with Valleys contains a limited number of watercouvgésa couple

of springs identified on the OS map at Tagg Lane, north of Durddem whichaligns
southwards towards the senuiry valley which leads down layhatch

Priority habitats includeéleciduous woodlandndgood quality semimproved

grassland A brge area ofjood quality semimproved grasslandan be identified north
2T w2dzy R 222R FyR &a2dzik 2F . AyidiQ&a CI NY
Speciegich hedgerows are distributed throughout different parts of this character area
The pattern of settlement in the Chilterns is typigadhe of small hamlets and farms
scattered amongst extensive woods and commons

Traditional building materials are typical of the Chilterns as a whole with a
predominance of red brick, together with silvgrey flint. Older houses were timber
framed in oakand chalk blocks have sometimes been used on Chiltern buildings. Plain
tiles were the rule on the larger roofs, with thatch on cottages with some slate
introduced in Victorian times. Farmsteads are often characterised by large timber
framed barns, typicall clad with black, horizontal weather boarding with gable walls
constructed out of brick and flint

46 The key characteristics of the landscape types and the relevant landscape guidance for
LCAD are set out in the Table belaow

Landscape Key Characteristic LCA10 Landscapeuidance

Type

Open Gently sloping ground. Promote, where possible, the conservation of the survivir|

dipslope areas of permanent pasture and promote arable reversio
Dominance of intensive arable to grassland particularly on land adjacent to watercosrse

cultivation with large scale field
pattern, weak hedgerow structure and Strengthen the fielghattern by conserving species rich
very littlewoodland cover hedgerows and sympathetically maintaining all hedgerow
Where appropriate, replant gappy hedges and planting o
5AaGAyOGABSt & WwW3N newhedgerow trees such as oak and ash, and tree belts
should be encouraged

Predominantly rural character but with
some limited intrusion from power Promote environmentalhsensitive maintenance of

lines (e.g. on both sides of Cavershan hedgerows, including coppicing atayering,when
necessary, to maintain a height and width appropriate to
Largescale, open landscape with high| the landscape type

intervisibility in immediate area but
long-distance views contained by Safeguard, maintain and enhance the quality of unimpro
neighbouring woodland chalk and limestone grassland with sustainable grazing

10
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Semi
enclosed
dipslope

Typically, level or more gently sloping
ground

Comparatively open fields contained
within a strong structure of woods,
hedgerows or trees to form a loose
mosaic

Dominance of arable cultivation

Strong structure of woods and
hedgerows generally provides visual
containment and results in moderate
to low intervisibility

Distinctive pattern of winding rural
roads, irregular field boundaries and
scattered rural settlements, typical of
WL yOASy (G O2dzyiNEa

Generally rural and unspoilt character,
odzi 6AGK az2yY$S wadj
influences within rural s¢fements and
along main roadse(g.,A4074, A4130),
and localised intrusion of built
development and power lineg(g.,
around Sonning Common and
Caversham)

Wooded
dipslope

Distinctive landform of plateaux
dissected by a network of shallow, dry
valleys

Heavily wooded character, including
extensive stands of ancient, semi
natural broadleaved woodland, maturg
beechwoods and more recent
plantations

Strong structure of woodland and
complex landform creates an intimate
and enclosed character with a
particular feeling of secrecy in some
valleys

Distinctive pattern of winding rural
roads, irregular field boundaries and
scattered rural settlements, typical of
W yOASy il O2dzyiNEa

Generally rural and unspoilt character,
with onlylocalised suburbanising
influences within villages, along road
corridors or around the fringes of the
main settlements

Low intervisibility

techniques. Identify opportunities for calcareous grasslarn
restoration by linking and extending the existing resource
particularly along theChilterns escarpment

Prevent scrub encroachment in areas of speciels
grassland. Opportunities for expanding this habitat includ
the establishment and management of field margins/buff
strips adjacent to existing limestone grassland habitat us
native wildflower species appropriate to the area

Maintain the vernacular character of settlements and
promote the use of building materials and a scale of
development that is appropriate to this landscape type

Minimise the visual impact of intrusiverld uses at the
fringes of towns and villages with the judicious planting o
tree and shrub species characteristic of the area. This wi
help to screen the development and integrate it more
successfully with its surrounding countryside

Local building raterials should be used, including flintston
and brick or red and blue brick and clay tiles in the Chilte

Maintain the nucleated pattern of settlements, and
promote the use of building materials to maintain
vernacular style and a scale of developrtrat are
appropriate to Chilterns Plateau with Valleys (see also th
South Oxfordshire Design Guide, November 2016; and th
Chilterns AONB Building Design Guide 2010)

Minimise impact by locating new communication masts o
existing structures or by usjrexisting masts.

Bury cables underground and seek opportunities to bury
existing overhead cables

There are a number of ancient sematural woodlands
distributed throughout the landscape type and the priority
must be to ensure that all these sites angfavourable
condition and management

Promote smaikcale planting of deciduous woodland
blocks using locally characteristic species such as crack
willow, oak and ash

11
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4.8

Thames Valleynd Fringes (LCA11)

Thames VallegndFringes (LCA11) is an area which exteridsg the Thames between the
north of Henley to Reading and from Reading up to Goring (see Figure 2). This area is sub
divided into Landscape Character Types (LCTs) of which the following are found within the

Parish:

1 Flat floodplain pasturéadjacent the Rer Thames north of and including Sonning Eye
and a small area south of t4155around Lowfield Farm)

1 Flodplain wetland(south of Sonning Eye including the area of the flooded quarries)

1 Open Dipslopéeast of Caversham, Land north of #hé&155until the junction with

Spring Lane extending up to Dunsden Green. Then south d&f4h&5extending down
to the floodplain of the River Thames)

Key characteristics of the Thames Valley and Fringes Landscape Character Area LCA11 of
relevance to theparish ae set out in sections 16:86.6 of the 2017 study:

)l

=

Flat valley floor and the steeper valley sides to the north west and the gentler hills and
sloping fringes to the east. Topography ranges between ¢. 40m AOD and c. 75m AOD
The River Thames and associated floodplain has a strong influence on the chafracter
this area

Woodlands arefeature in this landscape with some designated as Andiondland

i.e. Spanhill Copse

Transport infrastructure including the A4155 road cross through this character area
The valley sides are gentler and grade almost impéilalgpinto the Chilterns dip slope.
Here, the chalk is masked by coombe deposits and gravels. A network of minor roads
connects settlements

The flat floodplain is underlain by alluvium but with frequent deposits of river terrace
gravels. The heavier sodenerally support extensive cattle grazed pastures but the
gravel areas support some arable cultivation and have been quarried to the east of
Caversham to create a series of flooded gravel pit

A network of smaller watercourses that connect the River ThamitsCaversham

Lakes

Priority habitats include deciduous woodland, lowland meadows, coastal and floodplain
grazing marsh

Speciegich hedgerows are distributed throughout different parts of this character area
The Thames Path crosses through the area

This section of the Thames Valley includes a string of riverside towns and settlements,
including Sonning Eye. Many of these originated as favoured sites on the terrace gravels
for prehistoric, Roman and Saxon settlement. However, their strategic poatition
important river crossings, and as trading or staging posts along the river and main east
west routes, was the key to their later development

The special qualities of the riverside landscape, set below the wooded Chiltern Hills,
were also a key factonithe development of settlements and buildings between the
sixteenth and nineteenth centuries, drawing opulent villas to the towns and riverside
and inspiring the creation of a sequence of beautiful parks along these reaches of the
Thames. Later developmeaf road and rail communications led to the growth of
commuter villages

12
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1 The principal traditional building materials within this area were timber followed by
brick and tile, with Welsh slate introduced after the arrival of the railway in 1857. The
use ofknapped flint (found locally within the chalk) as walling is also evident in places.

1 The A4155 is a visual and aural detractor in the landscape

4.9 The key characteristics of the landscape types and the relevant landscape guidance for
LCAL1 are set oin the Table below:

Landscape Key characteristic LCA11 Landscape guidance

Type

Flat Flat, lowlying farmland, typically Promote, where possible, the conservation of the survivir|
Floodplain dominated by permanent pasture withl areas of permanent pasture and promote arable reversio
Pasture I RAAGAYOGAGSt & WY tograssland, particularly on laradijacent to watercourses.

(although some areas of arable may ij Recognise that grazing sheep and cattle can make a
interspersed within the floodplain) Oy GiNRodziAzy G2 GKS flyRa

Prone to flooding with distinctive Promote environmentally sensitive maintenance of

network of drainage ditches hedgerows, including coppicing atayering,when
necessaryto maintain a height and width appropriate to

Gomparatively strong landscape the landscape type (see also the South Oxfordshire Desi

structure with willows conspicuous Guide, November 2016)
along the riverside
Strengthen the field pattern by conserving species rich
Intimate, pastoral, tranquil and quite | hedgerows and sympathetically maintaining all hedgerow
NBY20GS OKLI NI Oi SNJ| Whereappropriate, replant gappy hedges
gualities along the Thames close to
settlements and riverside parklands | Safeguard, maintain and enhance the quality of unimpro
chalk and limestone grassland with sustainable grazing

Generally low interisibility, although | techniques. Identify opportunities for calcareous grasslarn
views along the river corridor may be | restoration by linking and extending the exigtiresource
possible in some more sparsely

vegetated areas Prevent scrub encroachment in areas of spedies
Floodplain Complex of freshwater lagoons forme| grassland
Wetland from flooded gravel pits
Maintain high standards of restoration at gravel pits to
Artificial form and character but accommodate a range of afterses that integrate
colonising vegetation helps to create 4 successfully with the character of the surrounding
more semi natural character and landscape

developing wildlife value in sonaeas
Minimise the visual impact of intrusive land uses such as
Comparatively inaccessible, remote | gravel extraction with the judicious planting of tree and
character but active gravel workings, | shrub species characteristic to the area. This will help to
recreational use and proximity to screen the development and integrate it more successful
roads, railways and built development with its surrounding ountryside

intrude on rural qualities of the area
Minimise the visual impact of intrusive land uses at the
Semienclosed character with fringes of towns, villages and farms with the judicious
moderate to low intervisibility planting of tree and shrub species characteristic of the a

13



DRAFk 12 26" April 2022

Open Gently sloping ground at the foot of | This will help to screen the development and integrate it
Dipslope the Chilterns dip slope next to the more succssfully with its surrounding countryside
valley floor between Caversham and
Shiplake Maintain the nucleated pattern of settlements, and
promote the use of building materials to maintain
Dominance of intensive arable vernacular style and a scale of development and that are
cultivation with largescale field appropriate to Thames Valley and Fringes (see also the
pattern, weak hedgerow structure and South Oxfordshire Design Guide, November 2016)
very littlewoodland cover
Minimise impact by locating new communication masts o
5AaGAyOGABSt & WwW3IN existing structures or by using existing masts
Predominantly rural character with Bury cables underground and seek opportunities to bury
limited intrusion from builtup areas existing overhead cables
Largescale, open landscape with view| Enhance and strengtinethe character of tredined
out over the Thames Valley and high | watercourses by planting willows and ash and, where
intervisibility appropriate, pollarding willow
Establish buffer strips/field margins to potentially benefit
small mammals, invertebrates and birds adjacent to willo
pollards
Speciesgich rivers and ditches are also very important an
the aim should be to establish and maintain diverse
banksides and aquatic vegetation through sympathetic
management and the use of Agri environment schemes
There are a number of ancient sematural woallands
distributed throughout the landscape type and the priority
must be to ensure that all these sites are in favourable
condition and management
Promote smalbkcale planting of deciduous woodland bloc
using locally characteristic species such deral ash, oak
and willows
410 Oxfordshire County Councibmpleted its countywide Historic Landscape Character
Assessment in 2017. The data for this work is now availableofecommercialuse. Figure
3 shows theHistoric LandscapetharacterTypes within theparish. These have been used to
inform the individal PLCA reportsectionb).
4.11 TheChilterns AONBovers an area within the north of thgarish, north of Bishopslandin-
named roadwhich connects Row Lane with Sonning Commibin aredh y Of dzR S &
Shav Wood.The special qualities of the AONB landscape are set out in the Chilterns
Management Plan 2012024 and are reflected in the SODEBdscapetharacter
Assessments.
4.12  Special qualities of th€hilternsAONB which are also found in tharish are:

1
1

Panoramic views
Wooded landscape as bt R& Q&
Comp Wood, Blackhouse Waaalso including Anciewoodlands
High levels of tranquillity, unspoilt countryside, secret corners and areas with a sense of
remoteness

{ (AONBurtd R&uil Wood, Ash Copse

14
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4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

1 Inter-relationship between the AONB hills and the River Thames Valley

Chiltern dipslopes with folds in the landscagad dry valleys

1 A mixture of arable, grassland and woodlarflectthe dominance of Grade 3
agricultural land

1  AncientWoodland has remairgon extensive clawith-flint deposits, while very steep
slopes are rarely cultivate@s can be seen around to the east of Dunsden Green
towards and around Round Wood, The Firs and Ash Copse

1 Mosaic of fields with arable crops and livestock, bordered by ancient hedgerows and
trees

1 A dense network of Public Rights of Wiagluding theNational Trail: Thames Path

Ancient routeways and sunken lanég. FoxLane andragg Lane

1 Distinctivebuildingsmade from local brick, flint and clay tiles. Dunsden Green
Church

E ]

|

There is a high level of interconnectivity between the edgthefChilternsAONB and the
Parish with Public Rights of Way extending intophdsh from the AONRaligning alag the
AONB boundarwhile alsopermitting views across thearish

Although only asmall part of theparishfalls within the AONB, the abowhows that therest
of the parishfalls within the setting of the AONB. This is supported by the Chiltern
Conservation Area in their submissions to Natural England for incluspartadf the parish
within an extension to the AONB.

Guidance within the Chiltern Management Plan 2@024 sets out the protection to be
given to the setting of the AONB and the approach to be taken it€tbB Position Statement
Development affecting the setting of the Chilterns AONB 2Wiifh an overall vision which
states..The setting of the Chilterns valuel and protected by ensuring development
adjacent to the AONB also represents its national importance.

Eye& Dunsden Parish have made a joint application with adjaparishes to extend the
Chilterns AONB to include the majority of tharish. However, a decision is yet to be made.
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DRAFK 12 28" April2022EYE & DUNSDEN LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT AND PROPOSAL FOR A LOCAL VALUED
LANDSCAPE

5.0 EYE AND DUNSDEN PARISH CHARACTER AREA REPORTS

5.1 Theparishhas beersubdivided into4 individual Landscape Character Aréased on desk
top study and visits to the are&ach of thesdas beerassessed, drawing upon relevant key
characteristics, sensitivities and management considerations identified iSdhth
Oxfordshire LCRandscape Guidelines and adding a new level of detail appropoibe
unique setting within theparish They reflect current conditions Beptember2020

Parish Landscape Character Areas 1 To 4

X ST 7 i p . e e e
\wex \‘\-SE’\ 7 { \,,‘; o | & AT garn Grounds| :':”’i/‘
g N Ly } y: i 4
‘ AR

,,,,,

PLCA1River ThameandMeadows

PLCAZ2River Thamedvieadows and Lakes

PLCA3/AndPLCA3BDunsden OpeDipslopesand ThamesRiverValley side
PLCA4Dunsden Seménclosed Dipslopesnd ThamesRiverValley Side

16
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PLCA1: River Thamasd Meadows

5.2

53

54

55

5.6

5.7

Parish Landscapeh@racter Area map

PLCAL: Landscaparacter AreaDescription

PLCA comprises the western half of the watercourse of the River Thames, the river bank
and floodplain across to thigase of theenclosing north westernriver valley sidecreating a
singlelinear characteareaas shown above

The topography of the fladplainis predominantiyflat at around 30m AORNd rising slightly
to the north westto around 35m AOD dhe base of thevalley side

PLCAL is bordered by tiRaver Thames along its central limaiish boundary)PLCA4
Dunsden Sernclosed Dipslopesnd ThamesRiver Valley Sig&€LCABADunsdenOpen
Dipslopesand ThamesRiver Valley Sidalong itsnorth-westernboundaryand the River
Thamesand lakes(PLCAZ2)p the southwest

PLCA includes the western half of the River Thames channel. The fields adjacent the River
Thames ar@astoral, longand linear. Beyond thedbe fields are larger andhainly arable
with someareas ofongoing graveéxtraction.

TheA4155can be buswvith traffic butis wellscreened byadjacentroadsidevegetation. The
B478 provideghe onlyaccesscross the floodplaialigning througtSonning Eyeoften busy
with vehicular traffi¢ althoughthis distraction soomissipates away from throad. Spring
Lane proides a quiet back lane

Gravelextractionis an ongoing landise withinthe area where after extraction, land is then
partly restored back to farmlandr flooded to creatdakes.A RestorationPlan fora current
active area oéxtractionRef: Caversham QuarfyhaseCExtension (ReP11/E2133/CM
(MW.0158/11)is included withirAppendix4 and includes an irregular shape lakepls,
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5.8

59

5.10

51

wetland areaswith a variety of proposed habitatacluding reed beds, species riglassland
andwillow and carr woodlandadjacent areas have also been restored back to agriculture

Landscapdypes within PLCA1 (Figure 2)

PLCAL Riv@thames and/leadows lies mainly within the Flat Flood Plain Pastlaedscape
CharacterType (LCT5pf the South Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017. In
addition,PLCA also includes theouthern part of the OpenDipslope(LCT1} The key
characteristts of these thredandscapeCharactefypes within the Thames Valley and
Fringes Landscape Character Area are set odi7iré.9 of this Report

HistoricLandscapeCharacter Types within PLCAL (Figure 3)

PLCAL contains the followittistoric LandscapeCharacterTypes as defined by the
Oxfordshire Historic Landscape characterisation 2017:

1 River Thames is classified\@ater: freshwater

1 The pasture fields adjacent the River Tharaesclassified aBiecemeal enclosure

1 The arable fieldsn the floodplainand around the periphery of Sonning Byelassified
asReorganisedenclosures

1 Sonning Ey&sclassified aRkuralg hamlet

T The area to the east #layhatchis classified aBlannel enclosure

1 The land to the south of Spanhill Copse is classifigchagent Enclosure

Historically by the late ¥8century, the periphery land to the River Thanvess Piecemeal
enclosurewith the land leadingowards theriver valley sidesAncient enclosuréwithin
these areas of enclosure there was an are&uaflosed rough ground

Key Valued Landscape Characteristics specific to the Riliames andMleadows to
be conserved and enhanced (Figu)

Naturalfeaturesare as follows:

1 Meandering riveion floogplain
1 Irregular river banks with, intermittent groups of trees and riverside riparian vegetation
1 A mix ofintermittent and robusthedgerowsandwider tree beltsmarking field
boundaries Some lengths of post and wire allow views across the landscape
1 Linear fields of pasture adjacettfie river, with larger arable fieldand flood plain
grazing marshowards the valley side
1 Small wwodlands on floodplain, includirtge woodland adjacenthe Rver Thames
north of Sonnind3ridge
1  Tributaries of the River Thames includBerry Brook and the watercourse coming
down from Hampstead Bottom
1 WaterSpring at base ofalley side
1 Floodplain area prone to flooding with manmade drainage channels straight or slightly
curved on floodplain. Evidence of seasonally wet areas
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5.12  Culturalandamenityfeaturesfound within PLCAdre as follows:

5.13

5.14

)l

E ]

= —=a —a -

Sonning Eyeillage is partly coared with a Conservation Area designation and contains
12 Grade llListedBuildings and on&rade 11*. Building materials include red brick,
timber, clay tiles and thatch and flint boundary waldhoughSonning Eyaligns along
the B478 it has grown ascampact nucleaform due to the scarcity of diand at this
riverside location

No pavements or footways along narrow roads in main part of Sonning Eye

Lack of intrusive urbanising elements

Theproperties on the sothern edgeof Sonning Eybave largegardenswhichextend
down to the river bank often containg maturetrees and vegetation

From areas to the north of Sonning Eydythe cluster of farm buildings is visibba

the northern edge othe settlement

The FenchHorn buildingcomplexforms a gatewaypuildingfor travellers from the east,
while heavily screenetly vegetation fronviews from the north

Garden boundaries mainly demarcated and well defined by brick or flint or hedges
Grade Il listedridgeconnecs Sonning Eye with Sonning within Wokingham District
Isolated dwellingéncludingpub on the lower valley sidedjacent A4155

Towpath along western bardf River Thames alshe ThamedPath isa National Tralil

Perceptuafeatures are afollows:

Meandering river provides seclusion and a series of screened and intimate locations
Alignment of river demarcated within the landscape by riverside vegetation, often
hidden

Good tranquillity adjacent th&®ver Thames, althougpresent gravelorkings can

disturb

The River Thames valley forms part of a wider view from viewpoints to the north of the
parish, while on the floodplain there is strong sense of enclosure and remoteness

Key Valued Visual Characteristics specific te River Thameand Meadows,to be
conserved and enhanced (Figure 7)

Key views int®’LCAHre afforded from:

1
1

Opposite side of River Thames bank asdociatedPublic Right of Way
PLCA4Dunsden Serenclosedipslopesand ThamesRiver Valleyside(eastern are,
where there are long framed views down between woodlatwithe River Thames
floodplain

PLCA3ADunsden Opelipslopesand ThamesRiver Valley Sideom the PRoW
descending thevalley siddrom the north. Where the floodplain is viewed as having a
strongly wooded character screening the river itself

ElevatedA4155to the east, allows long views down across the ThaRigerValleyand
beyond
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5.15 Key views out oPL@1to:

1 Long views across River Thameth® east,enclosing wooded horizons with shorter
framed views across Rivelndmes to a small number of fields

1 Views of Hallsmead A{RiverThames island)

i From the Thames Path there are open and framed views across the floodplain to the
river valley sidevith SpanhillCopse (PL@Aand adjacent arable fieldPLCA3A)

1 There are some views from the A4155 northwards upwhkey siddo open arable
fieldsviewedagainst the skyline

1 Due to thedry andsemidry valleys on theiver valley sidghis has created an
undulating wooded skyline, as can be appreciated from views from the floodplain

1 Occasionalramed view ofa buildingset within a wooded landscape. Shiplake
Collegecomplexto the north east

1 The Warren (woodland within neighbougrshiplake Parish) and open arable fields

T Shiplake Row, visible as intermittent row of redbrick buildsgfsagainst mature trees
onthe horizon

5.16 Key views withilPLCA1

1 Sonning Eye due tihe mature trees orperiphery, screesthe settlement from the
wider landscape, howevehe cluster ofFarmbuildingson the northern edge argisible
from the north eastput due totheir rural/agricultural charactethey seenmdetached
from the residential character dbonning Eye

T Views soutifrom the A415%re limited due to the wooded charactenthe edge of
the floodplain

1 Views of Sonning Bridgeom the Thames Path

1 Views of the woodedslands(includingMill Island)andwooded northern river bank as
seen from the B78 and locationfrom within the Conservation Area

Summary

5.17  PLCA isa well containedccharacterarea, which includethe flat river floodplain under
pasture andarablecultivation with an undevelopediver valley sideenclosinghe views
from thevalley floor. This is in contrast with the maspengentlyundulatingarable
landscape of th®unsden OpeDipslopesand ThamesRiver ValleySde (PLCAAB) to the
west and theDunsden 8m-enclosedipslopesand ThamesRiver Valley SidéPLCA) to the
north. Theriver valley sidealong the north western edge 6fLCA also actas a transition
in the topography and landscape patternR CA3A and PLCA4

5.18 PLCA contains landscape features as found within other landscape character areas adjacent
the River Thames within the Chilterns AONB; these include a mainly undeveloped open flat
floodplain, characterised by fields of pastynecluding PriorityHabitat: Floodblain Grazing
Marsh)and drainage ditches with riparian vegetatienclosed byhe river valley side
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5.19

5.2

5.2

Relevant Land Management / Development Considerations from South
Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017

Set out below is a list selevantland managementand developmentconsiderationgaken
from the South Oxfordshire Landscape Chieaéd\ssessment 2017

1
1

Promote, where possible, the conservation of the surviving areas of permanent pasture
Strengthen the field pattern by conserving species rich hedgerows and sympathetically
maintaining all hedgerows. Where appropriate, replant gappyges

Minimise the visual impact of intrusive land uses at the fringes of towns, villages and
farms with the judicious planting of tree and shrub species characteristic of the area
Help to screen the development and integrate it more successfully wiguiteunding
countryside

Maintain the nucleated pattern of settlements

Promote smaikcale planting of deciduous woodland blocks using locally characteristic
species such as alders, ash, oak and willows

Land Management guidance specific to River Tharard Meadows PLCA1)

Set out below is a list ddnd managemenguidance specific to PLCAL

1

= =

=a =4 —a 2

Conserve andetain theundeveloped gardengaddocks and small fields aroutick
periphery ofSonning Eysoto maintain its softbuffer settlement boundary edge tthe
wider landscape

Retain, restore and improve the hedgerow boundaries to fields on the open floodplain
Manage and retain existing woodlands

Restore areas which have undergagravelextractionto a landscape in keeping with
the valley floorfloodplainlandscape

Restore anegnhance the alignment of BerBrookand itsassociated riparian character
Retain the natural alignmentf the Spring tributaryand associated vegetation

Avoid over engineered solutions for tributariasd drainage ditches

Retain and improve the wooded charactertioé A4155Link to adjacent woodlands

Development guidance specific to River Thansexl Meadows(PLCA)

Set ou below is a list oflevelopment guidancepecific to PLCAL

1

1
1
1

Conserve the largely development free laiggale open floodplain

Conserve and enhance the rural character of the area around Spring Lane

Avoid overdevelopment of each residential sitghin Soning Eye

Avoid road improvements such as pavements, street lighting, signage which would
urbanize this area

Avoid overstating entrances to quarry sites withsuitable and suburban boundary
fencingand treatment

Maintain the undeveloped character of the eibanks
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5.2

5.23

Visual guidance specific to Riv&@hames andvleadows(PLCA)

Set out below is a list efisual guidancspecific to PLCA1

)l

E ]

Maintain the open rural views of the River Thames corridor from the edge afithe
valley sidein particular fromhe descending Public Rights of Way

Maintain the visual separation &flayhatchand Sonning Eye

Retain the soft vegetated edge to Sonning Eye invisibility within the wider landscape
Avoid any development that would detract from the rural character of views from the
River ThameandMeadowsto PLC&, PLCA@and PLCA In particular avoid
development that would introduce inappropriate developmemtthe river valley side

andskylire

Retain the sense of visual enclosure by the undeveloped woddedvalley side
Retainthe character and appearance of the scenic views down the River Ttardes

the lack of development

Retain the views fronthe B478 of the River Thames corridoor ilihg the wooded

viewsof Mill Island

LocalvValuedLandscape

PLCAI1RiverThamesandMeadows is regarded asvaluedLandscape for a number of
reasons as set owtithin the table belowfoNJ 4§ KS&4S NBI a2y a L{ Aa
countryside.

Factor contributing to a valued
landscape

Evidence

Landscapejuality (condition)

This PLCA contains a number of quality landscape elements
which fit together forming a distinctive character area. These
include the River Thamesdits largely development free
associated floodplaiboth enclosed by thendevelopedriver
valley sidgo the north west The patchwork of fields,
woodlands and robugtedgerowsand Sonning Ey€onservation
Areaand Listed buildingirther enhance this characterea
hNRIAYEFEf & LI NI[ 2yFR &&KISLISV | NS
within South Oxfordshire DC Rural Areas Local Plan 1992

Scenic quality

High scenic quality, with numerous views of the River Thame
and to the undevelopediver valley sidefurther enhancing the
scenic quality of th&LCA1

Rarity

River Thames and associated undeveloped floodplain, enclo
by undevelopediver valley sideAn undeveloped length of the
River Thamewith a strongrural characterin close proximig to
urban areas

Sonning Eye amearly river crossingetaining its compact
nucleated settlement form

Representativeness

Thislargely undeveloped section of tiRiver Thames and
associated undeveloped floodplain arider valley sidgrovides
a unique example of the River Thamesaseandering river on
a floodplain as found within the Chilterns AONB

Conservation interests

Sonning Eye is partly covered&@€onservation Area
designationandincludes 13.isted Buildings

Contains PrioritfHabitats Coastal and Floodplain Grazing
Marsh,Deciduousvoodlandand two traditional orchards within
Sonning Eye
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Recreation value

High value including th€hames Patlg National Trailvhich
providescompleteaccess to the River Thames aldhg edge of
the river bank

Access to River Thames by boat slipway

The French Horn Public House and restaurant

Sonning Eye: Potential Local Grépace

Perceptual aspects

The Thames Path (National Trail) provides access to areas W
high levels of tranquillitand the sense afemoteness see also
extract (6.2JF NP Y W¢KNBS YSy Ay |

Associations

River Thameg extensivewithin history, art and literatureAn
extract from K S @He2Nlen i aBoatCby Jerome K

Jerome 1889describesa section of the River Thames betweer
Shiplake and Sonning Eye
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PLCA: River Thameand Meadows

Photo PLCA1L: The Thames Pathllows views across open pasture fietdsthe floodplainout to the
enclosingvoodedriver valley side

Photo PLCAR: Long framed viewto the southacross the River Thames to pasture fields and wooded
horizons

—— -

Photo PLCAR: Long views across the floodplainttee river valley sidavith Shiplake Row just visible against
the wooded landscape of the Chilterns AONB
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Photo PLCAL:4ALimited built form adjacent the river bard€ Sonning Eyprotects the rurakcharacter of the
River Thames

Photo PLCA1:5Mature woodland and periphery vegetation screens the built development of Sonning Eye
from the adjacent landscapenhancing the sense of seclusion and tranquiityhe River Thames Path
(National Trail)

Photo PLCA1:6Small hedged fields and mature trees on the periphery of Sonning Eye screens this settlement
from the adjacent and wider landscape
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Photo PLCA1:7Viewsfrom the A41550 the undevelopediver valley sidavithin PL@3A, enhances the rural
character of PLCA1

=50 e == - SET " _
Photo PLCA1:8View of the Grade Il listed bridge on the edge of plagish, connecting Sonning Eye with
Sonning

Photo PLCA1:9View from PLCA4 dowthe river valley sideo the seeminglywooded character of the
floodplain, with wooded horizons beyond
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PLCAZ2: River Thamdggleadowsand Lakes

ParishLandscapeCharacter Areanap

524

5.25

5.26

5.27

Layersham 55

_PLCA3A

PLCAZ2: Landscape Character Area Description

PLCA falls within one area within thparishand isborderedto the southby the River
Thames along its central linpafrish boundary; the eastern edge of Caversham along its
westernparishboundary, theDunsden OpeDipslopesand ThamesRiver Valleyside
(PLCAB,) along its northwestern boundaryand PLCA: River Thames and Meadowa®ng its
northern boundaryThe levels of the area lie between 40m AOD and 45m.AOD

PLCRincludes the western half of the River Thames charifig northern river bank and
the area of interconnecting lakdseyond.Further north oftheselakes are small fiekbf
rough grassland around Lowfield Farm. PLCA2 then conttoube robustwooded
southern edge of thedd155

PLCAMas been ararea in transition from a quarried landscape to a more setdeshof
lakesand nature reservesupporting aange ofwater-basedleisure activitiesThe extensive
covering of rejuvenatingparianvegetation hasllowedsomepreviouspoor-quality
landscape elements to lbemescreened andess significant within thisvolving landscape.
Due to the ongoing flooding problems within Reading and Caversham the Environment
Agency is working on a range of flood defesotutions locatedilong the southern edge of
Caversham anthe parish boundary.

TheRiver Thame®rms the southern edg# this character area, with nimrmal public

access to its northern river ban&lthough there is informal access from Sonning Eye to the
Sailing clubThere is alsbmited vehicle access wiith this character area witbnly one road
leadingoff the A4155. Except for Lowfield Farmubdings areelativelynew and include a

mix of industrial style sheds, simpledrchitecturalcharacter;no buildings/structures are
listed within thisLandscapeCharacterArea
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528 A gravel processinglant has expanded in recent years and includes a large shedrmand
open surrounding areall enclosed byiparianwoodland A garden centreand a building
suppliespremiseswith associated/ardalsoexists soth off the A4155again enclosety
woodland/scruband BerryBrook alongts southern edge.

529 A mix ofwater-basedleisureusesand activitieexistaroundthe lakes, including the
following: fishing, wateskiing, rowingn the Redgrave Pinsent Rowing Lake, boat storage,
sailing andhe sailing club and the Thames and Kennet Marina

Landscape Types within PLCfAgure2)

530 PLCA2 RivathamesMeadowsand lakeslies mainly withirthe LandscapeCharacteMype
(LCT8)loodplain wetlandof the South Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017.
In addition, PLCA?2 alsacludes asmall area othe Landscap€haracteMype (LCT3jlat
FloodplainPasture The key characteristics of thesgd Landscap€lypeswithin the Thames
Valley and Fringes Landscape Character Area are set out id.gara9 of this Report.

Historic Landscape Types within PLZJ&igure3)

531 PLCA&contains the followindHistoric LandscapeCharacterTypes as defined by the
Oxfordshire Historic Landscafharacterisation 2017:

1 River Thames is classified\&ater-fresh water body

1 The lakes are classified slustry¢ Floodedextractive.The surrounding dry banks
and remainingry land is partly classéd asIndustryg Extractiveworks,Recreation
¢ NaturereserveandWoodlandg Secondaryvoodland

1 Theland to theimmediatenorth of the River Thames classifiedas mainly
Unenclosed Roughgrasslandwith a small aregaowards Sonning Eydassified as
Reorganisedenclosure

I Towards theAd155,the openland is classified &lannedenclosurewith the
woodlands asVoodlandg Secondaryoodland

5.32 Historically by the late ¥8century,PLCA2 was a patchwork of small fields with some
intervening blocks of woodlandhe area was also markelable to flooding2Lowfield Farm
was the only builtomplex on the floodplainlhislowland floodplainandscape largely
remained intact until gravel extraction startddy” i K Swhichihasic@idued until the
present day resulting in a mass of interlocking wétediesenclosed by a network of
maturing riparian trees and shrulghichnow providea rural settingor a multiple of leisure
water-basedactivities.

Key Valued Landscap@haracteristics specific to the River Thamaéseadowsand
Lakesto be conserved and enhanced (Figure 6)

5.33  Naturalfeatureswithin PLCA2 are dsllows:
1 River Thames as agandering river on the southern edge of the floodplaanth the

wooded characteof PLCAroviding a riparian setting
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53#

5.3

5.36

5.37

5.38

1 Northern river bank still definethe Thames Rer width and shape, while beyond is a
series offlooded quarries

1 Lake edgesslands and sections of dryland supporting riparian vegetaticth a few
small areas obpen grassland

1  Numerous areas of woodland identified as a Priority Habdeciduous woodland

1 Patchwork of small fieldsf rough grasslandyoodlandand overgrown hedgerosv
around Lowfield Farm

1  Occasional mature oak trees @ surviving relitom the previous unquarried landscape

Berry Broolas a local tributary running into the River Thames

|

1 Includes Henley Road Gravel Pit (an existing Oxfordshire Local Wildlife Site, including an

extension to the nortlg seeTVERC Biodiversity Report for moreatilet
Culturalandamenityfeaturesare as follows:

1 Alandscape associated with recreation use with a variety of wadeed sports
1 An area of permissive paths aroutitk lakes just south of the A4155

Perceptuafeatures are as follows:

I  Strong sense of enclosure due to maturity of riparian vegetation

1 Low intervisibility withthe adjacenPLCARIiverThamesand Meadows

1 Afew views out to thedevelopment free skyline and enclosiriger valley sideo the
north enhances its rural character

1 Can be quiet with bird sorfgeard above thévackground fainurbannoiseof traffic and
overheadaeragplanes

Key Valued Visual Characteristics specific to the River Thaflesdowsand Lakes
to be conserved and enhanced (Figure 7)

Key views int®’LCA2re afforded from:

The Thame®ath (Nationallrail)on the southern river bank of the River Thaméswsare
across the river to a welloodedriparianriverbankwhere no buildings/actities within the
main part of this LCA are visible

The edge ofCaversham, where thwooded characteof PLCA2 providescontrasting
backdrop to tlisurban edge

Foxhill Laneind thePRoW whiclidescends theiver valley sidérom Dunsden GreerPLCA2
is visibleas a well wooded landscape which contrasts wiigaurban form of Reading
beyondand connects to the Thames Valley floodplain to the east

Key views out oPLCAZo:

Due to the welwoodedcharacterthere are limited views out of the area, however there
are some views to thendevelopedskyline(top of the river valleyside) to the northof the
A4155into PLCA3A

Key views withilPLCA2

Open areas of water frorthe accessoad, devoid of development
Mature oak treegprovidepoints of interest within this relatively new landscape
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5.39

540

541

Relationship to settlements

Provides a wooded backdrop to Caversham

Thewooded northern edgesouth of the A415®8nhances the separation &layhatchirom
Cavershamandthe rural character and setting &layhatch

Provides a wooded backdrop to thidhamesvalleyParkto the southand an area of open
land between Reading and Lower Caversham

Provides a undevelopedvatersidesetting for Sonning Eyand the retention of its separate
identity from ReadingCaversham and Sonning

Summary

This idargely a newvandevolvinglandscapewhereits strongframework of riparian
vegetationhas easily absorbedrange ofland uses anevater-basedactivities However, the
area has had a piecemeal approach with little vision for the future which has resulted in an
adhoc approach tdits overalldesign and identityTo retain a landscape character which is
part of the River Thamedlleyand provides a naturaletting for the River Thames the
guidancebelow shouldbe followed.

Relevant Land Management / Development Considerations from South
Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017

Set out below is a list of Relevant Land ManagenasatDevelopment Gnsiderationgaken
from the South Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017

1 Promote, where possible, the conservation of the surviving areas of permanent pasture

1 Strengthen the field pattern by conserving species rich hedgerows and sympathetically
maintaining all hedgerows. Where appropriate, replant gappy hedges

I Minimise the visual impact of intrusive land uses at the fringes of towns, villages and
farms with the judicious planting of tree and shrub species characteristic of the area
Help to scren the development and integrate it more successfully with its surrounding
countrysice

1 Promote smalkcale planting of deciduous woodland blocks using locally characteristic
species such as alders, ash, oak and willows

1 Enhance and strengthen tleharacter of tredined watercourses by planting willows
and ash and, where appropriate, pollarding willows

1 Establish buffer strips/field margins to potentially benefit small mammals, invertebrates
and birds adjacent to willow pollards

1 Speciesich riversand ditches are also very important and the aim should be to
establish and maintain diverse banksides and aquatic vegetation through sympathetic
management and the use of agmvironment schemes

1 Minimise impact by locating new communication masts ontegsstructures or by
using existing masts

1 Bury cables underground and seek opportunities to bury existing overhead cables
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Land Management guidance specific RLCA2: River Thamedleadowsand lakes
5.42  Set out below is a list ddnd managemenguidance specific to PLCA2

1 Retain and enhance the wooded character of PLCA2 with suitable riparian planting
which strengthens its floodplain character and its relationship with the River Thames
Valley

1 Conserve alinature trees especially the old oak treehich have survivettom the
previousfarmedlowlandlandscape

1 Restore and enhance the alignment of BéBrpok andts associated riparian character

1 Avoid over engineered solutions for tributariesich would detract from the rural
character of the area

1 Retain and improve the wooded charactsuthof the A4155ndstrengthen links to
the adjacenwoodlands in particular the woodland buffer along tiparish boundary to
the east of Caversham Park Rcnd Milestone Wood

1 Retain and improve the wooded setting to tbemmercial sitesouth of the A4155, to
reduce their visual effect on the surrounding landscape

Development guidance specific to PLCA2: River Tharivesadowsand Lakes
5.43  Set out below is a list afevelopment @signguidance specific to PLCA2

1 Avoid any development which would detract from the rural character efdnea, in
particular overdevelopment of leisure facilitiesquiringurban style car parks, urban
style fencingand other urban style features

1 Avoid any development that would detract from the rural character of views from the
River Thameandlakes toDunsden Open Dipslop®.CAA. In particular avoid
development that woud introduce inappropriate development on thalley sideand
skyline to the north

9 Avoid any development south of the A4155 which would dilute the rural character of
Playhatchand separate identity from Cavershdvark Village

I Retainthe character and appearance of the scenic viean and acrosthe River
Thamedrom the Thames Path (National Trdijm the opposite side of the river

Visual guidance specific tBLCAZ2: River Thamddeadowsand Lakes
5.44  Set out below is a list afisualguidance specific to PLCA2

1 Conserve and retain the periphery of woodland aroundd¢bmmercial sites south of
the A4155t0 containtheir visual impact on thevider surrounding landscape

T Maintain the open views of the River Thanse®l wooded river bankom the opposite
bankfrom within The Thames ValleyaFk

1 Avoid urban style types of fencing especially close boarded timber fencing in very visible
locations. Use rural types of fencing or fencing which is not overly visually prominent
i.e. black mesh fencing

1 Retain and improve views out to adjacent lakes androareas of land

1 Retain and manage the roadside hedgerow to allow open views from the A4155 to the
undevelopedlrhames Riveralley sideand the long views to the undeveloped skyline
within PLCA3
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Relatonship to Settlements of Playhatch, Sonning Eye and Caversham
5.45 Set out below is a list of Land Managemgntdance specific to PLCA2

1  The wooded riparian character of this LCA provides a setting and separation of Sonning
Eye from Reading and Caversham

1 The woodedoadsidecharacter south of the A4155 contributes to the setting and
separation of Pldyatch from Cavetsam

LocalValuedLandscape

5.46 PLCA2 River ThasyeMeadows andlakes is regardess a valued landscape for a number of
reasonsasset dzi A UGKAY GKS {(l10fS 0St26T FT2NJ 1KS&S
countryside.

Factor contributing to a valued | Evidence
landscape
Landscape quality (condition) | This PLCA contains a number of quality landscape elements
which fit together forming a distinctive character area. These
include the River Thamewater bodiesand lakes witithe
maturing riparian vegetation on adjacent larahdviews out to
the adjacentundevelopediver valley side

Scenic quality High scenic quality, with numerous vieasross the lakes

Rarity River Thames anain extensive area of lakés close proximity
to an urban area

Representativeness This largely undeveloped section of the River Thames and
associatecarea of lakeprovides a uniquarea of water bodies
adjacent the River Thames

Conservation interests Ancient andsemi natural woodland

Includes the 53.7 hectares Henley Rézm@vel Pit (an existing
Oxfordshire Local Wildlife Sjténcluding an extension to the
north ¢ see details TVERC Biodiversity Report for more detai
Contains Priority Habitats: Deciduous woodland

Recreation value High value including number of lakesand waterbodiedor a
range of differenwater-based activitiesincluding;sailing
fishing water skiing rowing andthe potential foropen water
swimming

Permissive paths

Access td.ocal Wildlife SiteBom permissive paths

Perceptualaspects Ahigh level of tranquillityand the sense of remoteneskie to
the well wooded characteof the riparian vegetation

Associations River Thameg extensive including literature

32



DRAFk 12 26" April 2022

PLAZ2: River ThamesMeadowsand Lakes

Photo PLCA2:1Limited views from internal access road of lakes, where found prdeitgviews This area
also includes a network of permissive paths

Photo PLCA2:2Zmall areas of dry land provide open areas of contrast within thisdakenated landscape

Photo PLCAZ3: PLCA2 igisible asan undeveloped area dominated hwoodland and lakes as sefmom the
top of the Thames River valley siggthin PLCA3A

33



DRAFk 12 26" April 2022

Photo PLCAZ: A view fromthe south and theThames Valley Park, where the vegetation and development
free skyline provides a rurabckdrop to this park and a rural setting for the river

Photo PLCAZ: A matureoak tree fromthe previous unquarried landscape of lowlafetmland contrast with
the more recent areas of regenerating woodland

3 e : S i & o L%F e ‘ #‘{ 5 : ’ ;..P"’.' "mlr ‘ ) }
Photo PLCAZ26: Views within PLCA&Iso extends out to the undevelop&thames River valley sigich
enhances its rural location, while connecting the area to the wider rural landscape to the north
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PLCAA and PLCA3Bunsden Open Dipslopesd Thames River Valley Side
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PLCAA and PLCA3R.andscape Character Area Description

PLCA3 compriséwo areas (refas PLCA3A and PLCA&Band within theparish both

whichare locatedon the middle slopes of the Chiltern Dipslopes that fall eastwards down to
the Thames River Valley (FigdyeThe northern aredPLCA3BjIso includes an area within

the Chilterns AONB

The landform of théLCABADunsden Opeipslopesand Thames River Valley Side
(southern LCAfprms an elevated pateay with pronounced dryand semidry valleys leading
down to the River Thamdbodplain Gradually rising betweethesevalleys and spungith
contoursbetween40m AOD taaround 7580m AODThesevalleys providesmooth
sculptural landform®n thevalley side further enhanced byheir simplecoveringof arable
farmland Further to the northwithin the second areaPLCA3Rhe landformison amore
elevatedplateauextending upto a high point of 92m AO[before descendingnd gently
undulating by a series of dry valleigsthe east towards anéto the AONB and to the west
towards Chalkhouse Green (beyond trerish boundary)These small drgnd €£mi-dry
valleys are a feature of the adjacent Chilterns AONB (Figure 5).

PLCAAIs bordered to thenorth andeast byPLCA DunsdenSmi-enclosed Dipslopesnd
Thames River Valley Sjde the south PLCA RiverThames and/leadowsand PLCARiver
Thamesand Lakes;to the westthe boundaryis marked by thearish boundaryandthe
wooded bufferincluding Milestone Woowvhichaligns theurbanedge of Caversham.

PLCA3B is boarded to the north by fhegish boundary and the AONB, to the west again the
parish boundary and to the south and south west by PLCA4.
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551 This character area comprises mainly medium sized arable fields with boundaries rogarked
robusthedgerows with the occasional mature oak tre€he road often align dry valleys
(i.e.,the unnamed padrunning hrough Playhatchand orare in aslightcutting, but similar
to other byways withinthe parishare alsostrongly definedwvith mature trees and managed
hedgerowsSmall areas of grassland apastureform part of the periphery character of the
settlement ofPlayhatch Large woodlands are not a feature of thBLCAhowever,
woodlandsform part of theLCAboundaries Where there are woodlaref 2 NJ SEF YLIX S [ | F
ShawWood, this ison theboundary and alsorms part ofthe character of theadjacent LCA
within the Chilterns AONEBmallisdatedwoodland copses often matkeir previous land
useas achalkpit, where onceredundantare then unsuitabldor farmingand have become
overgrown developing into small woodland features.

552 The southerncharacterarea PLCABA) provides asouthernopenrural landscapesetting for
Dunsden Green angrural landscapesetting for thewesternurban edge of Caversharhe
westernurbanedge of Cavershais located at a lower level within a dry valkeydis
signifcantlyscreenedby amaturelinearwoodlandwhichincludes MilestonéVood

553 Playhatchis the only settlement within PLCAS, located at the basesgfmaidry valley rising
up from the Thames Valley floodplain. A largev redundantquarry is located on the
northern edge oPlayhatchpresently being used for the recycling of hardcore arfieot
aggregatesalthough its location is fairly discrete due to the surroundieg/scrub
vegetation and its location on the dry valley side. Within #iispleopen landscapepnly
the power lines are visiblas aslightdetractor descendingn an alignnent from north to
southadjacentthe settlement edge of Caversham

Landscape Types within PLC@3gure2)

554 PLCAS3 Dunsden Open dipslopesl Thames River Valley Siainlylies within theOpen
Dipslope (LT11), with asmall part withinthe Wooded Dipslopel(l23) and Seménclosed
dipslope [ TL6) Landscapélypes of the SouthOxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment
2017. The key characteristics of thdsedscapelypes are set out in para 4.4 andb4.

HistoricLandscapeCharacter Types within PLCA3 (Figure 3)

555 PLCA contains the followindHistoric LandscapetharacterTypes as defined by the
Oxfordshire Historic Landscape Characterization 2017:

Southern AregPLCA3A)

1 The south western open area from Dunsden Grdewn to the A4158ies within
Prairie/amalgamated enclosure

1 A small parsoutheast of Dunsden Green lies witliecemeal enclosure

1 An area to the west othe unnamedoad running through Playhatctcross to Ash
Copse lies withilanned enclosureyith the area then extending dowto the quarry
alsoPlanned enclosure

1  The quarry is defined dadustry¢ Extractive works

i Playhatchs defined afkural¢ Hamlet.With the southern part of Dunsden Green as
Rural- village
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Northern area(PLCA3B)

)l

The area to the north of Kiln Road lies witRairie/amalgamated enclosure
Thearea to the south of Kiln Road lies witiincientenclosure

An areatowards the northerrparish boundaryo the east ofBishoplandsinnamed
Roadandalsowithin the Chiltern AONB lies withAncient Enclosure

[ I R& Q &Vodd Kdefined asAncientWoodland with the northern area of Comp
Wood also defined a&ncient woodlandnd theadjacentsouthern areéSecondary
woodland

An area to the west of BishopslandnamedRoad lies withilReorganised enclosure

556 Historically by the late 18th century, the areaRIfCBA wasstill Ancient enclosurero the
north: PLCA&B was also shown to ncient Enclosuré A G K [ | Rv®o@ asAnciént &
Woodland

Key Valued Landscape Characteristics specific toRn@sden Open Dipslopeand
ThamesRiver Valley Sidéo be conserved and enhanced (Figure 6):

5.57 Naturalfeatures are as follows:

1

=

PLCAB has a gently rounded elevated landform which allows far reaching views to the
west, north and east. PLCAB also anopen elevated landscape witlcwpturalsinuous
dry andsemi dryvalleysthe mainone leading up fronfPlayhatchwith two other minor
oneswithin the east leading up to Round Wood

Playhatchs containedvithin asemidry valley, with adjacentalleyspursopen and
development fregproviding it with a open ruralsetting

Trees/hedgerowivoodlandare locatedalongthe westernperipheryof PLCAS&, and

with the mature/robust MilestoneWood beyondhe parish boundary collectively forms
a linearwoodland edge buffeto the urban edge of Caversham

Robust hedgerows, often as field boundaries, aligning Public Rig#tapianes and
highways. Foxhill Lane Is enclosed by robust native hedgeidgwsunnamed road
running through Playhatchligns a dry valley, with its robust native roatishedgerows
whichscreens it from the adjacent landscape

Redundant old chalk pits now overgrown with trees create woodland copse feature
within the open fields, as seen east of Kiln Raad to the west of Foxhill Lane
adjacent theparish boundary

Siruous woodland within base semti dry valley north oPlayhatch

Mature trees withinroadside and fielthedgerows.e. Kiln Road

Very limited areas of developmehbeyondPlayhatch with Foxhill Farm and the
southern end of Dunsden Green included within this LCAstliiveundinggroundsof
FoxhillFarm with its robust boundary planting and adjacent relationship with Foxhill
Laneallowsthis farmsteadto be integrated into the surrounding open laschpe

5.58 Culturalandamenityfeaturesare as follows:

)l

Playhatchcontains 5Grade liListedBuildings (including the telephone box). A compact
settlement, which evolved around the junction with Foxhill Lane thedunnamedroad
running through Playhatclwith mainlylineardevelopmentand some irdepth
developmentieading down to theA4155 Rear gardens/paddocks provide it with a soft
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edge to the adjacent surrounding open landscape. Flint garden boundary walls are a
feature

1 Old routeways including Foxhill Lane and Sandpit Lieohill Lanés anhistoric
routewayleadingdownthe Thames River valley sid®ther routes leading down from
the elevated areas include tha/b Public Rights of Way to the easttbé unnamed
road running through Playhatch

1 Narrowroads, often semi sunken limiting views out to surrounding landscape

The Lanes are oftetnmade witha compacted flintsurface

1 Low lyingvernacular dwellingsoften listedfor example®heOld Thatched Cottage
originally C16which was alsmentioned by the WWI Poet: Wilfred Owen

|

5.59 Perceptuafeaturesare as follows:

1 Open elevated landscape, with lofrgmedviews from Fox Hill across the Thames
Valley to the wooded horizons to the south

1  Well enclosed~oxhillLane providesense ofural quality, peacefulness and separation
from urban aregCavershamip the west

1 Longopenviews across to the north west artyond towooded horizonsandthe east
both into the Chilterns AONB

T Open landscape contributes to the southern rusatting and sepate identity of
Dunsden Greefrom Playhatch

1 Little inter~visibility with Caversham, enhancing the rural charaofahe areaand
Parish

1 Good PRoW access, witlultiple PRoW leading further into the Chilterns AONTS
down into the ThameW¥alley

Key Valued VisuaCharacteristics specific to thBunsdenOpen Dipslopesind
Thames River Valley Side be conservedand enhanced (Figure 7)

5.60 Key views int®’LCA3A and PLCASB afforded from:

9 TheChilterns AONB

i Southern edge of Dunsden Greacross the largscale open landscape across to
Milestone Wood

1 Afew framed views ibetween buildings from Littlestea@lose (Cavershar the
adjacent open arable fieldsnd development free skyline

i From theA4155, where long views up to the development free horjzaith open
arable fields and across Rlayhatchdemarcated within the landscape lig welk
establishedoeriphery vegetation

1 From theA4155 west of Playhahthere are views up th&hames River valley site
the undeveloped skyline

1 Views from PLCA2 of arable fields on the developmentTremmes River valley side

1 From the grounds dbunsden Green village hall, ish the operarablelandscapeof
PLCA3Aontributes to the ruralsetting of the village hall
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5.61

5.62

Key views out oPLCA3A and PLCABB

)l

)l

From the PRoW within th€hilternsAONB and along the northeparish boundary
there are views further into th€hilterns AONB including the red brick buildings of
Crosley Grangéhese views therextend further to the north to far wooded horizons
The southern parof the settlement edge oDunsden Greefrom acrosghe open
arablelandscapedwellings are visible as an intermittent row against thetume treed
landscape character area of PLCA4

Bishoplandg-arm which includes 5 Grade Il Listed buildidginly visible as a
concentration of mature trees within the landscape, whenaly parts of thebuildings
are visible

Dunsden Greeghurch with its beligable tower framed by adjacent mature trees
Down and acrosde Thamed/alleyfloodplain PLCA1) and PLCadfurther to
wooded horizos

MilestoneWood andadjacentwoodlands whictalign the westerrparish boundary and
acts as a buffiéscreen toneighbouring Caversham

Clayfield Copse beyond tiparish boundary to the west also acts as a buffereen to
the urban settlement of Caversham

Blackhouse Wood to the westithin PLCA4

Key views withifrPLCA3A and PLCA3B

)l

In the north of theparish, there are views across thpen fields from various Public
Rights of Wayin particular from the PRoW along the AON&Ish boundary there are
viewsacrosgo the west, oveBishopsland unnamed rodadfrom Row Lane to
Sonning Commonyhich isdemarcatedwithin the landscape aa line ofhedgerows and
trees, allowing long uninterrupted vieve®ntinuingfurther to the west andbeyond to

far wooded horizonsvithin the Chilterns AONB

The Grade Il Listeé®Ild ThatchedOottageQieslow and is barely visible from the
surrounding landcape. The adjacent red brick dwelling with its ornate chinwtagks
formsa focal feature of afsolated ruraldwelling

At the crossroads witBishopsland unnamed roaxthd KilnRoad, due to the sermbpen
field boundaries at this location, thalows360-degreeviews outacross the open fields
to CompWood to the east ando the westthe welltreed edgeof Caversham including
Clayfield Copse and Blackhouse Wood

Mature hedgerow trees provide local focal point$ten viewedagainstthe skyline

There ae three Public Right of Wayn the southernPLCAAB; FoxhillLane a well hedged
PRoW with viewsthrough gaps within the adjacent hedgerows across open fields
extending to Milestone Wood to the west and teemidry valley to the eastwithin

the winter manths these views will be mog@entiful due to thedeciduous character of
the adjacenthedgerows. Any vehiculatraffic on the road running through Playhatch
due its alignment and location within a dry valley and its Wwetiged charactek & y Q
visible from ths PRoW and theider landscapel-rom the PRoW leading dffe

unnamed roadrunning through Playhatdho the eastthere arethen openviewsback
overthis hiddenroad acrosshe arable fields td=oxill farmstead and Blackhouse Wood
Viewsto the westfrom the unnamedroad running through Playhatdre across the
semidry valley to the sinuousolatedwoodlandwhich aligns its lower valley sidasd
then beyond where the hedged and tree line Foxhill Lane are visible on the horizon. A
few built elements of Foxhill Farm are algst visible
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5.63

5.64

5.65

5.66

Relationship to Settlements of Playhatcbunsden Greemand Caversham
Set out below is the relationship of PLCA3A and PLCAB with adjacent settlements

1  The open undeveloped landscape charactePLCABnaintains the separate identity of
Playhatch Dunsden GreeriittlesteadGreenfrom Caversham

1 The open arable field between Caversham BfalyhatchprovidesPlayhatchwith a
rural setting and separate identity from Caversham

1 Row Lan@@ndevelopedandscapecharacterclearlydefinesa rural approach to
Dunsden Green from the norénd its separatédentity from Caversham

1 Theundeveloped charactesf the unnamed badwhich connects DunsdeGreen with
Playhatclclearly defines a rural approach titese two settlementsand their separate
identities from each other

1 FoxhillLane clearly defines a rural approachRtayhatcho the south and Littlestead
Green to thenorth. Milestone Wood clearlprovides a screen and integration of the
eastern urban edge dfaversham whichllowsthe rural character of Foxhill Late be
retained

1  The connected Clayfield Copse, Blackhouse Wood and Milestone Wood clearly define

the settlement edge of Caversham

Summary

PLCAS3 forms part of the open farmed plateau above the Th&tivesvalleysideand below
the wooded Chilterns to the northast.

The key features of PLCAS3 are as follows: A strong rural chahastéieen retained partly
dueto the verylimited viewsand associatiowith the urban edgeof Cavershan; a sense of
elevation with long views to the north east and south east tmthe southacross the
Thames River valley far wooded horizonsQpen rural approacesto Dunsden Green along
Row Lanand the A155 toPlayhatch The northern part(PLCAB) isan open landscape with
strong visual and landscape links to the adjacent Chilterns AthidRrea dearly forms part
of the setting of the AONB, with the woodlands along the southern edtfeecAONB
forming visually prominenfandscapdeatures.

Relevant Land Management / Development Considerations from South
OxfordshireLandscape Character Assessment 2017

Set out below is a list oklevantland managementand developmentconsiderationdaken
from the South Oxfordshire Landscape Ch#&ead\ssessment 2017

1 Promote arable conversion to grassland

1 Promote environmentally sensitive maintenance of hedgerows, including coppicing and
layering when necessary to maintain a height and width appropriate to the landscape
type (see Oxfordshire Desiguide)

1 Strengthen the field pattern by conserving species rich hedgerows and sympathetically
maintaining all hedgerows

1 Promote smalkcale planting of deciduous woodland blocks using locally characteristic

species such as alders, ash, oak and willows

40



DRAFk 12 26" April 2022

5.67

5.68

Minimise the visual impact of intrusive land uses at the fringes of towns, villages and
farms with the judicious planting of tree and shrub species characteristic of the area.
This will help to screen the development and integrate it more successfully with its
surrounding countryside

Maintain the nucleated pattern of settlements, and promote the use of building
materials to maintain vernacular style and a scale of development and that are
appropriate to Thames Valley and Fringes (see also the South Oxforidskigg Guide,
November 2016)

Land Management guidance specific BunsdenOpen Dipslopesind Thames River
Valley Side

Set out below is a list édind managemenguidance specific to PLCA3A and PLCA3B

)l

Reinforce expand andextendMilestoneWood along theparish boundary with
Cavershamvith good woodland management and additional tree planting

Maintain the rural character dishopsland unnamed roaBeppard Road, Row Lane,
Kiln Road anthe un-named road running through Playhatbig retaining roadside
trees, native hedgerows and grassed verges

Maintain and where requiretmprove field boundaries with management and the
replanting of hedgerows and hedgerow trees

Enhance isolatedioodlands with new planting and further link the adjacent
hedgerow netwok

Maintain the old chalk pits as woodland copses and features of historic significance
Conserve and retain theharacter of thesoft vegetated edgaround the periphery of
Playhatch

Retain the undevelopedalley sidess a rural setting for thRiver Thames

Development guidance specific tdounsdenOpen Dipslopesnd Thames River
Valley Side

Set out below is a list afevelopmentguidance specific to PLCA3A and PLCA3B

1

Maintain the physical open countryside separation of Dunsden Gistlestead
Green,Playhatch and Caversham

Conserve the rurapproach and rural setting of Dunsd@meen from the west along
the Kiln Road and Row Lane by retairtimg open agricultural landscape

Avoid features such as pavements, street lighting, signage which would urbanise the
area

Avoid road wideningnd improvementsvhich would cause the loss of mature trees
and the rural character of these highways

Maintain the containment and discreet locati of Playhatch quarry by native
vegetation. Avoid enlarging this facility which could erode local views. Avoid over
urbanising the entrance by signage, lighting and other urban features

Avoid any development that would detract from the rural charactevietvs from the
River Thames and lakes to Dunsden open dip slopes PLCA 3A. In particular avoid
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5.69

development that would introduce inappropriate development on ttaley side and
skyline to the north

Visual guidance specific tbunsdenOpen Dipslops and Thames River Valley Side

Set out below is a list efisualguidance specific to PLCA3A and PLCA3B

1
1

Conserve the open long views across the Thaviadisy

Maintain the open development free views from the A4155 upThames River valley
side

Conserve the long uninterrupted views from the Chilterns AONB from the east to the
westacross PLCA3B

Conserve the long uninterrupted views from the west to the eastiatwithe Chilterns
AONB

Maintain the open uninterrupted ews to local woodlands: Comp Wood, Clayfield
Copse, Blackhouse Wood and Milestaleod

Fromthe roadfrom Playhatchpn entering Dunsden Green,aimtain the undeveloped
openlandscape aa contrast andyateway toDunsdenGreen

Maintain theundevdoped setting to farmsteads

Maintain the open views acros$s Dunsden Church antk bell-gable within its mature
treed setting
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5.70

LocalValued Landscape

PLCAS3A and PLCA3B Op@rslopes is regarded as a valued landscape for a number of

reasons as set out belowtisalsowellsetl 6 2 @S W2 NRAY I NBEQ O2dzy i NEB&AAR

integration with the AONB and thedjoining PLCA1 and PLCAA4.

Factor contributing to
a valued landscpe

Evidence

Landscape quality
(condition)

PLCAS3A and PLCAGmitainsmany landscape features of valuetireir
ownright ¢ as set out abovand includingvalley sidgopography with
dry and semi dryalleys and valley spurs. Robust hedgerows, hedgero
trees, small woodlands and discreet roaBanoramic views?RoW and
lanes providinggood accessibility and quiet recreation
hNARIAYEFEE& LINI 2F GKS W! NRithin2 F
South Oxfordshire DC Rural Areas Local Plan 1992

Scenic quality

PRoW providéong views to the west and east further into the Chilterng
AONB. T¢he south, the PRoW and lanes provide wide anaimedviews
across the Thamdaver Valley to farhorizons, fewlandscape elements
detract from these outstanding views

Rarity

PLCA3A and PLCA3Bvidesan important contribution to therural
settingof the Thames Valley and River Thames

PLCAA and PLCA3Bhdeveloped and robust rural landscape character
makes arimportant contribution to the landscape and visual setting of
the ChilternsAONBPLCAS3A and PLCABBpoilt rural character is rare i
such close proximity to large urban areas Caversham and Reading

Representativeness

Part of theChilterns dipslopes leading down to the River Thamésch is
largely representative of LCA10: Chilterns Plateau and Valleys which
indistinguishable from the adjacent landscapéthe Chilterns AONB

Conservation interests

Ancient and sematural woodland

Playhatchcontains 5 Listed buildings. The isolatedidH hatched

[ 20GF3S8SQ Aa |faz2 tAada S7Rrurhl gwwelling3stR
in an agricultural landscape

Contains Priority Habitats: Deciduous woodland

Recreation vale

High value, with PRoW within the AONB and leading further into the
Chilterns AONB. PRoW leading downh#ey side down onto the
Thamesvalley floodplain

Playhatch Potential Local GreefpacesRelmnecaioadaiameiondoc |

Perceptual aspects

High levels of tranquillity and sense of seminoteness, with PRoW and
lanes i.e. Foxhillane with its semi enclosed character providing areas
semiremotenessElevated character with few visual detractors and we
concealed urban edge enhances rugaperience

Associations

Contains part of the Wilfred Owen TrailWW1 celebrated poet
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PLCAA and PLCB: Dunsden Open Dipslopesl Thames River Valley Side

Photo PLCA3H:: Mature oak trees create focal points withtinis elevated landscape, oftemarkingold chalk
guarries, as seen to the right. Long views to wooded horizionthe NW andNEwithin the Chilterns AONBANn
isolated dwelling sits low in the landscape, bamgspicuous

Photo PLCA3R: Long viewsrom a PRoWut beyond theparish boundary to thedjacent landscape within
the Chilterns AONB

Photo PLCA3/8: Aviecosep elevated landform of PLCA®/the edge of Dunsden Green visible
against mature woodland and trees
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Photo PLCA3AL: The start of thesmooth sculpturalsemidry valley leading down to the seemingly wooded
Thamesvalley floodplainwith wooded horizons beyond

Photo PLCA3A:8 ookingwest fromthe un-named road between Dunsden Green and Playhstefards
Littlestead Green; the urban edge of Cavershahesvilyscreened byhe mature woodland along theparish
boundary

N0 PR3 3

Photo PLCA3A:6A viéw élang Foxhill Laneqaie lane traditionally surfaced with flinenclosed by native
hedgerows
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mature trees as part dhe Ancient WoodlandMilestone Wood

Photo PLCA3/A8: Looking towardshe Grade II* Listed Rokhane Farmhouse and part of the church in
neighbouring PLCAvith panoramic views ofvooded horizons to the right

Photo PLCA32&: From a PRoW Lookisguth, a panoramic viewacrosshe seemingly wooded Thames River
Valley and to woded horizons beyond
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PLCA4: Dunsden Serainclosed Dipslopesnd Thames River Valley Side

Parish Landscap€haracterArea map

Wood [Rs 1 I
Mo Al mn/ |
:T“S/hnpla'ke’Royi s-.:.?;z's" [

94 s [\ <2

PLCAA4: Landscape Character Area Description

571 PLCAformspart of the Chilterns dipslopeomprisngthe landbetweenthe openarable
plateauto the south (PLCAS before thelandslopes down to the River Thamesidto the
north a moreopenelevated aregPLCA3B)

5.72 The topographyf PLCA4s gentlyundulatingdescendingn asouth east, soutldirection
and then slopingnore moderatelydownto the west. The levels of PLCA4 are franhigh
point of 98m AOD down t@round80m AOD. A prominesimalld K I f# (@ ga RilleydS R
containing a seasonalatercourse originating adjacent Spring Cottages leads down into
Dunsden Green via a series of field drathgs then forms part of the morprominentsemk
dry valley located within PLCA3A Dunsden Open Dipslap&h terminates aPlayhatch To
the eastof Dunsden Greera length of thesouthern slope becomes steepandis also
characterised by woodlands (Round Wood, Hne and Ash Copségfore terminating at
anotherprominentW isifaped valley containing a water course just beyondpidugsh
bounday.

5.73 PLCA4 is bordered IBunsden OpeDipslopesand ThamesRiver Valley Sid@LCA3B the
north; Dunsden OpeDipslopesandThames River Valley Sidd.CA34o the south and
PLCA1River ThameandMeadowsto the southeast ThisPLCA also borders Caversham,
with rear gardens ohousingadjacent to the nortrandthe undevelopedCaversham Park to
the west

5.74 PLCA formsthe small scale largely pastoral and arable, well treed settinbeaaispersed
rural hamletof Dunsden Green anthe cluster ofhouses at.ittlestead Greenn contrast
with the surrounding more open landscape of PLEABd PLCIB Dunsden OpeDipdopes
andThames River Valley Side
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5.75

5.76

577

5.78

5.79

Landscape types within PL@AFigure 2)

PLCA4 Dunsden SeariclosedDipslopesand Thames River Valley Sililes mainly within the
semienclosed dipslopes landscape character type LCT16 of the South Oxfordshire
Landscape Character Assessment 201ith two smallareaslocated within the open
dipslopes LCT11 as shawine key characteristics of these tlemdscape tpesare also
located within the ChilternPlateau withValleys: LCAl&nd Thames Valley and Fringes:
LCA1%s setout in para 4.4 4.9 of this report

HistoricLandscapeCharacter Types within PLCA(Figure 3)

PLCAA4 contains the following historicdanape character types as defined by the
Oxfordshire Historic Landscape Characterisation 2017:

1 There are hreewoodlands marked as Woodlandncient WoodlandRound Wood
Ash Copsand Bla&house WoodWiththree other woodlands marked &Secondary
Woodland.

1 There are 4 areas marked Aacient Enclosures follows:to the north and east of
.f Ol K2dza8S 222RX (2 GKS y2NIK 2F . AydQa

1 The area separating Dunsden Green fromdstdad Greeties withinFiecemeal
enclosuresvith another area furtherto the south east of Dunsden Green

1 An area oPrairie / amalgamated enclosuties to the north of Dunsden Green

Dunsden Green and Littleste@teenare marked afkural hamlet

1 Anarea on the northern edge of Dunsden Green is marke@rakard and Hort
Orchard

E ]

Historically by the late 18th century, tla@ea between LittlesteaGreenand Dunsden Green
fell within piecemeal enclosuré\n area to the north of Dunsden Green to thest of
Dunsden WayasUnencbsedc Rough Groundvhich extended acrose SpringLaneand
Corks Farm. To the eagound Wood is shown tiee surrounded byAncient enclosurerhich
also then extended further to the north

OSMaps from the late 18 centuryshowDunsden Greeand Littlestead Green as two
separate and smakllamlet settlemens with a periphery ofarmsteads, whictargely
corresponds with thig settlementform today. Thee was also a number of quarries marked
as chalk, sand and gravets) whichtoday are redundant and overgrown with trees and
shrubs creating points of visual interest and enhanced biodiversity.

Key Valued.andscape Characteristics specific to the Dunsden Samolosed
Dipslopesand Thames River Valley Side be conserved and enhanced (Figure 6)

Naturalfeatureslocated withinPLCA4 are dellows:

1 Lower Chilterns dipslope topography with undulatiplogal shallow valleys argpurs
contribute to the transition from the higher Chiltas dipslopes dowio the River
Thamedloodplain

i Tagg Lane located within a smsltlallowvalley witha gring leading to a series of
ditches (often dry) and ponds. Other small poagis a featureof PLCA4vhich are also
often dry
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Mainly smaliscale fieldof grasswith some medium sized fieldsder arable
cultivationwhich also contributeo the rural charater of Dunsden Green and

Littlestead Green

TheGreenat Dunsderwhich also contains the community orchasdntinuesto the

north asopenfarmland

Fieldsadjacentdwellingsare mainly under pasturevith arable fieldsand farmsteads
between and beyond

Astrong structure of hedgerowprovidesfield boundariesas well as mature tree belts
as found towards the northerparish boundary south of Gravel Lane

Woodlands are a feature of this area wiBlackhouse WogdRound WoodTheFrs,

Ash Copsand Spanhill Cops&he deciduousvoodlands are also listed as Priority
Habitats Blackhouse Wood alsmnnectsacrosghe parish boundary to Clayfield Copse,
alLocal Nature Reserve

Dunsden Way is characterised &high number ofnature oak trees withirthe robust
roadsidenative hedgerows

Mature field trees often demarcating a previous field boundary, as seen north west of
Dunsden Way

Mature trees on the periphery of woodlande. Ash Copse

Small grass paddochks the periphery ofCavershanand edge oparish

Small woodlandopsesnark sites of old chalk pite.ii 2 (G KS y2NIK ¢Sai
Farm The largeguarry Spanhikthalk pit(geological interegtust north of the A415%s
alsoovergrown and provides an area of enhaddsodiversity

Small tree groups and copsalsoclosely associated with large privatardens

Large private gardersontaining mature trees and robust vegetated garden boundaries
screenthe associatediwellingfrom the wider landscape

Narrow lanes andhll hedgerowsprovide enclosug

5.80 Culturaland amenityfeatureslocated within PLCAdre as follows:

T

Dunsden Green and Littlestead Green have hardly changed ifosizesince the

18n ss,@here dispersediwellings/buildingsalongthe converging roads, with
farmsteads located towards the periphery provide thboth with an intactrural
character

At Dunsden Greenpsaller dwellings within smatjardenscharacterise the junction of
Church Lane witthe road leading down t®layhatchthese dwellingsare also
orientated towards the villag&reen. Moving outwardspther housing is of a lower
density within large groundse.the dwellings leading off from Tagg Lane

Strong association with WilfreBwen(celebratedWW1 poet) who livedn the former
vicarage which is close to the church for 18 montAs information board is located on
Dunsden Greeiilustrating aselfguiding tour which you can cycle, walk or drive and
includes a nomber of sites throughout thearish Owen studied Botay at Reading
University, wherea description of therees within theparishareincludedwithin a

letter written to his mother in November 1911 there area greatnumber of EIms
severalAshes and Oaks, but no Sycamores

Farmsteadsire a feature of thi®LCA4as isolated clusters of buildings often with
Listed buildings/structurege. Corks FarmBishopland$-arm, Chapmans Farm, Dunsden
Farm,Bint@ Farm
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1 Numerous trackshinor roadscrisscross this LGA&. Foxhill Lane, Rokane, Tagg Lane
and Sandpit Lae. Allproviding good access for walking and cycling acrosparieh
andaccess t@adjacentareasincludingthe Chilterns AONB

1 Other Public Rights of Way also allowtlfier access to the surrounding countryside

1 Lack of pavements or footwagse possible due to the low levels of traffiat the lack
of alsocontribute to the rural character of the area

1 Narrow slightly sunken roads enclosed by robust hedge@vdsmature trees

1 Very limitedstreet lightingadds to preserving dark skies

1 DunsdenChurchhas aslightly isolatedocation which allow# to be visibleand
appreciatedfrom the surrounding landscape

i Elevated location dbunsden Greenillage hall withrural panoramicviewsto the south
of surroundingwooded aml agricultural landscape

5.81 Perceptuafeatureslocated within PLCA4 aesfollows:

1 A quiet landscape wittow levels otraffic and noise

9  Strong rural character contrasting withe adjacenturban form ofCavershanand
Reading

1 Prominent mature tresvisible on horizonprovide sense of time depth

1 The landform and maturgee cover provide a strongegase of enclosureontributing to
asettled intimate landscape

1 A high density of PRoWfovidesan easily accessible area of countryside

Key Valued Visual Characteristics specific to iensdenSemienclosed Dipslopes
and Thames River Valley Sid® be conserved and enhanced

5.82 Key views intd’LCA4 arafforded from:

f  From the footpath leadingouth east from NE I y (i Qa ab bpedvfieldo®RdI® & a
Laneandfrom Row Lane, there are views Bunsden @urchand theGrade II* listed
Rowlane Farmhousg¢heseviewsthen extendfurther to far horizonsto the south

1 £ASg (24 NERAvisiblelds higola®diarmstead Mature trees including
distinctivepoplarsalsocontribute to its rurakcharacter andocation

f +ASga G26FNRA / 2N] Qa CI NX¥Y ¥ NE YarmbKil8ingy 2 NIi K |
are visibleas an isolated clustef rural buildings

1  From the elevated network of PRoW to the east looking @ishopsland unnamed
roadto Bishoplands Farnpvisible as an isolated farmstead surrounded by open
agricultural lancenhance its rural setting

1 Gravel Roagbeyond theparish boundary to the north), there are some views over and
partly through the robustoadside hedgerow

5.83 Key views out oPLCA4o:

1 The PRoW leading soufttom Dunsden Way provide vievgsuth across the Thames
Valley floodplain tesouthernwooded horizons

1 The PRoWeading toAsh Copserovides views across thgarish boundary to
Hampgsead Farm andthen beyond to the wooded horizon &owsey Hill
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i From the PRoW leading from Dunsden Green to Littles@aen there areviews
across to Mileston&V/ood on the edge of Caversham and out to the south across the
open ardle field of PLCA®to the woodedThamesvalleybelowincluding PLCA4nd
PLCA

i From the PRoW leading to ASlopsethere are viewsacrosso Radbrook Copse and
Radbrook House

1 FromDunsden Greenillage hallelevatedpanoramic viewsouththrough treed
hedgerows to far wooded horizons

5.84 Key views withifPLCA4, where @etwork ofroads,PRoW and langsrovide acess to a
range of views acrof3LCA4sfollows:

1 The PRoW leading soutth DunsderiWayfrom the parish boundaryrovides views
across to Round Woo@heFirs andAsh Copsand alscback to By Hafii visible as a
traditional vernaculabuilding in &ad against a mature wooded backdrop

i Tagg Lansemienclosed by tree and scrub vegetatjamith someshort views hrough
the intervening vegetationio adjacent pasturdields, ditches and small ponds

1 Views of Dunsden Church and its distive three bellgable

1 Views from Foxhill Lane intbe adjacentwoodland Blackhouse Wood and the small
paddocks on the edg€aversham

Relationshipof LittlesteadGreen Dunsden Green and Caversham

585 PLCA4 is predominantly an area of open countryside thélmural hamlet of Dunsden Green
and the cluster of houses at Littlestead Greehijch historically have changed very little
a Ay O0S (i Ranstaad areiLIeature oftisarea,often a cluster of traditional buildings
where some are listedhll setin open countrysideThe dispersed nature &funsden Green
and Littlestead Greehas also meant a network of PRoW and lanes have survived now
permitting recreational accesthroughout thearea and into the ChilternsAONBand back
into Cavershamrhemosaic okmall fields, hedgerowsith maturetrees andwoodlands all
contribute to the rural character of these settlements.

586 Littlestead Green retains its ruraharacter ad separate identity fromCaversham bthe
intervening pasture fields, robust hedgerowsoodlandd Y R Y I (1 dzZNE G NBSad . NB
with its characteristic adjacergmallpasturefields and hedgerowalsoretainsarural
character despitdts proximity to Caversham

Summary

5.87 PLCA4sian intimate andmallscalelandscape with a mix of small to medium sized figdds
rural hamletand a small cluster of houses at Littlestead Gradrnich areboth integrated
into the landscape bthe heavytree and mature hedgerow cover. This is in contrast it
more open plateau landscape to the nofALCA3BInd south(PLCA3Adndthe compact
suburban areas of Cavershamthe west

588 Overallthe semienclosed dipslope character of PLCA4 isresitee throughout the Chilterns
AONB (see SODC L@AY provides aare example of where this AONB landscape type
extendsacross to the edge of Caversham
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5.89

5.90

Relevant Land Management / Development Considerations from South
Oxfordshire Landscape Charactesgessment 2017

Set out below is a list selevantland managementand developmentconsiderationgaken
from the South Oxfordshire Landscape Character Assessment 2017

1
1

Promote, where possible, the conservation of the surviving aregemhanent pasture
Strengthen the field pattern by conserving species rich hedgerows and sympathetically
maintaining all hedgerows. Where appropriate, replant gappy hedges

Protect stone walls from deterioration (specifically flint)

Minimise the visual impdof intrusive land uses at the fringes of towns, villages and
farms with the judicious planting of tree and shrub species characteristic of the area this
will help to screen the development and integrate it more successfully with its
surrounding countrysie

Promote smaikcale planting of deciduous woodland blocks using locally characteristic
species such as alders, ash, oak and willows

There are a number of ancient sematural woodlands distributed throughout the
landscape type and the priority must b@ensure that all these sites are in favourable
condition and management

Land Management guidance specific Bunsden Semenclosed Dipslopeand
Thames River Valley Side

Set out below is a list ddnd managemenguidance specific to PLCA4

1

Conserve the pattern afmaltscalefields of pasture around the settlement edges
individualfarmsteadsand dwellings

Retain the mature trees within roadside hedgerows, field bouretaaind open fields
andlook to replant newtrees andreplacement trees to retain ik feature of this
character area

Retainthe mature hedgerow boundaries tihe fields of pasture and slightlgrger
arable fieldsavoid timber post and rafi&ncing,which in time if not properly
maintained can degrade the landscaf@zek to replace existing post and rail fencing
with native hedgerows

Conserve and enhance the tree and woodland cover throughout the en@ading
within gardens Conserve and reinforce thedgerow and tree planting aifie northern
edge of Caversham between Kiln Road and Peppard Road and strengthen the link across
Kiln Road to thevooded boundary to thesouthwhich then leads onto Blackhouse
Wood

Conserve and enhance Blackhouse Wand itsopen setting Look tofurther expand
thiswoodland area to thenorth andsouthand be maintained aa bufferwith
Cavershanio conservethe rural landscape character of tiparish

Conserve and retain the small paddocks between Foxhill Lane and the edge of
Cavershanas part of the rural character of thgarish

Planting in open countrysiden the boundaryof the settlementsand withinprivate
grounds should be of native species tthance the rural character
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Retain and improve the water features within this LCA, avoid channelling water courses
undergroundand straightening alignment8Vhere applicable ghance waterside

planting

Retain the woodland, pasture fields of the undevelopetley sideas a setting for the
Thames River

Development guidance specific tbunsden Semenclosed Dipslopeand Thames
River Valley Side

5.91 Set out below is a list afevelopmentguidance specific to PLCA4:

)l

Conserve and enhance tlispersed settlement character of Dunsden Green and
LittlesteadGreenand their separate identitiesas well as Littlestead N5 Sep&rdte
identity from Caversham

Redevelopment of any land in existing residential, agricultural or commercial use should
maintain the current mass and scale of built form, protect the current i@mydensity
pattern of built form and the dominance of ep space and tree/hedgerow cover within
the plots of land

Conserve and enhance Dunsdéreen- open Green and its relationship withe open
land to the north

Caserve and ehance therural setting ofDunsden Green village hall and the long
views south across thEhamesralley

Conserve and enhance the rural character of the area in particular along the roads,
lanes and Puix Rights of Way

Maintain the rural character of the mindanes(Foxhill Lane and Sandpi#ne)avoiding
resurfacing with a hard surface and the loss of the characteristic compacted flint surface
Avoid features such as pavements, street lighting, sigmageh would urbanise the
area

Further onserve the ruratharacter of isolated properties, farmsteads and areas of
settlement by avoiding the use olose boarded timber fencing on boundariekich

are particularlyisible from adjacent roads and the pgigdorealm

Avoid any development that would detract from the rural character of views from
PLCA4, Dunsden's semi enclosed dip slapdg hames River Valley Sidie particular
avoid development that would introduce inappropriate development onvh#ey side
andskyline to the south

Visual guidance specific to Dunsden Seeniclosed Dipslopeand Thames River
Valley Side

5.92  Set out béow is a list ofand managemenguidance specific to PLCA4

1
1

Maintain the open views of thRiverThames corridor from the edge PLCA

Avoid any development within the area that would impingetloe rural character of

the views from PLCGKacross to the wooded boundary of Caversh&pecial regardlso
to the views from the edge of the Chilterns AONB

Avoid any development that would detract from the semiral character of views from
the RiverThames andMeadows PLCAJLto PLCA. In particular avoid development that
would introduce inappropriate developmenn the skylineand on the undeveloped
Thames River valley side
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1 Retain the sense of visual enclosure created by manee lines and hedgerows
1 Maintain andenhancethe visual separation of Dunsden Green with Littlest€aden

LocalValuedLandscape

593 PLCA4 Dunsden Seaticlosed Dipslopes is regarded as a valued landscape for a number of
reasons as set out belqwt alsowould therefore be regardedwell 6 2 S W2 NRAY | NE Q
countryside.

Factor contributing to a valued | Evidence
landscape
Landscape quality (condition) | This PLCA contains a numbetasfdscape features of value in
own their right¢ as set out above and including, Ancient
Woodlands, maturdrees, maturetree lined roads, mature tree
beltsand a pattern of fields of grasslanddarable enclosed by
robust hedgerowsTopography which contributes to an
intermate semiremote landscape. All thesmllectivelycreate
anintact landscape ofuality

hNAIAYFEte LINLG 2F GKS W! NB
within SouthOxfordshire DC Rural Areas Local Plan 1992
Scenic quality High scenic value with a range of diverse vidwsg,short to a
variety of landscape elementalso views out ofthe areato the
south andacross theThames ValleyAlsocontributes tothe
lands@pe setting of the Thames Valley, witte woodlands
visible from the river floodplain

PLCA4nakes an important contribution to the landscape and
visual setting of the Chilterns AOIBd provides a link from the
AONB across and down to the River Thames

Rarity Ancient woodlandsancient enclosuresural hamletsand
farmsteads An intact area of countryside in close proximity to
the urban area of Caversham

Representativeness This LCA is largely representative of LCA10 Chilterns Platea
Valleys seménclosed dipslope and much of this LCA is
indistinguishable from the landscape of the Chilterns AONB
Conservation interests Includes Oxfordshire Local Wildlife Site: Blackhouse Wood
including a new proposeddjacent extensiomto Clayfield
Copse. Spanhill Chalk Pit is also proposed as an Oxfordshire
Local Wildlife Site

High number ot.isted Buildingand AncienWoodlandsand
semi natural woodland

. Areas ofAncientenclosureand also as found within the
Chilterns AONBPLCA4ontains amosaic of field types
Contains Priority Habitats: Deciduous woodlaadd a
Traditionalorchardwithin Dunsden Greeand anarea ofgood
quality semiimproved grassland

Recreation value An extensive network of PRo#vdlaneslinking tothe Chilterns
AONB and down to the River Thamésley

Dunsden GreerPotential Local GreefpacesRelmnecaioracc

Perceptual aspects Quiet, intimate landscapewith areaswith astrong sense of
enclosure contrastingvith the longpanoramicviewsacross the
ThamesRver Valley and beyond includingwardsBowsey Hill
Associations Wilfred OwenWW1poet wrote and lived in theparish
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PLCA: Dunsden Semenclosed Dipslopeand Thames River Valley Side

. g 5 el &5

Poto PLCAA4: Longframedviewfrom a PRoW eeeRond Wood nd TheFirs down to he Thames
Valley with wooded horizons beyond

Photo PLCAZ2: Robust mature field boundaries provide strong features and create a sense of enclosure and
intimacy

Photo PLCA4A: Occasionaldng view outbeyond theparish boundaryframedby woodlandstowards Bowsey
Hill
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Photo PLCA4t: Gently undulatingtypical of the dipslope landform, wittvoodlandsenclosing viewsA
number ofmaturefield treesare evident

Photo PLCA%: Dunsden Way heavily treelined with mature oak trefso visibleagainst the skylinffom
surrounding landscape

Photo PLCA4: View on the edge of the western boundary of tharish, where small paddocks contribute to
the rural character, in the foreground of long views to southern wooded horizons
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Photo PLCAZ: View from Foxhill Lane across a small well hedged field to the church a@latie 11* Row
Lane Farmhouse set against a watiatured treed background

PhotoPLCA@: Taggl yS 'y 2f R o0&gl & SyOf2aSR ¢ A sHapedtalegzNS

connecting the Chilterns AONB to Dunsden Green
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6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

64

6.5

RECOMMENDHDCANALUEDANDSCAPEIGURE 8)

Introduction

The proposedrea as set out on Figureésto be regarded as bhocalValued Landscape
whichalsoformsan important setting to theChilternsAONB This Local Valued Landscape
also makes ammportant contribution to the distinctive character and identitydéinsden
Green Littlestead GreenPlayhatchand Sonning Eye. The assessmastst out in Section 5
of thisreport have informed tis recommendation.

The landscape Institutes Guidelines fandscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA Rev
3 Ed 2013) setout a list ofcriteriathat are generally agreed to influence value. Tdugers
a list offactorsasfurther illustratedwithin Box 5.10f the GLVIA asfollows:

T a.Landscape quality (Condition)
b. Scenic quality

c. Rarity

d. Representative

e. Conservation interests

f. Recreation value
g.Perceptual value

h. Associations

= =4 -4 8 —a 8 9

For each of thé PLCAas set out within sectiob of this report,a table was formulated
covering the above criteriakollowing is a summary of these tables

a. Landscapejuality (condition)see Figuré: Key Landscape Attributes andufey7: Key
VisualAttributes

Theparish lies withirLCA 10 Chilterr®lateauwith Valleysand LCA 1TThames Valley and
Fringesas set out within the SOLCA 2017. Chilterns PlateauMaitbys is mainly made up of
the LCT Open dipslopBemienclosed dipslopand asmall part of the Wooded dipslope
The Thames Valley and Fringes LCA11 incthedsCT Flat Floodplain Pasture and
Floodplain wetland. A number oflandscapeguidelinerelating to landscape features within

0 K S & S as[sét it Qithin the SOLCA indicate landscape quatiigseguidelinesare as
follows:

Promote where possible the conservation of surviving areas of permanent pasture
Strengthen the field pattern by conserving species rich hedgerows and sympathetically
maintainng all hedgerows

Maintain the vernacular character of settlements

Maintain the nucleated pattern of all settlements

Manage theAncientWoodlands

Theparish has strong links with and forms an important part of the setting of the Chilterns
AONB to the east, with much of tiparish within PLCA3 and PLG#distinguishable from

the landscape of the AONB. The Parish shares many landscape features, characteristics and
special qualities with the Chilterns AONB. As stated within the Chilkdamsigement Plan
(20192024)the Chilterns special qualities are calesed so important, nationally and
internationally they require protectiomhese speciaualities as set out within the

Management Plamhich canalsobe found within theparish are as follows:
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1 Within PLCA3 and.BA4 there are panoramic views acrttss parish to the AONB to
the west and to the east and across the Thames Valley to the south. The Thames Valley
forms an important part within these views to the south

1 The topography of the@arish relates to the topography of the Chilterns AQMch
describes how the folds of the landscape hide many small dry valleys and provide secret
landscapes and unspoilt countryside. As sh&®uCA3A, PLCA3B and PLiG@ddesthe
descending dipslope with shallow valleys and then more pronoudcgdalleysn the
river valley sideas it descends down to the River Tharflesdplain

9 Distinctivehamlets and buildingsTheparish has3 distinctive hamletsith a high
number of listed buildings

f ¢KS tFINxakK O2yidlFAya 1 ! yOASYyl 222RflIyRa 04t¢
AONB) and othgprominentwoodlands

1 The Parish contains a dense network of Public Righit¢ayf, which alsprovidesaccess
from the AONB across thparish to the Thamesalley. Part of this network of PRowW
includes the old lanes known as Foxhill Lane, Row Lane, Tagg Lane, Sandpit Lane which
provide further access across tparish

1  The Parish with its large number of PRoW and minor roads, also provides access to
unspoilt ountryside, secret corners and a sense of remoteness

6.6  Until the early 2000part of theparish (excluding PLCA&jssetg A G KAY { h5/ Qa f 2 Ol
landscape designatiodrea of Great Landscape Value (AGLV). The SODC Local Plan which
designated AGLVs (adopted 1992, para 5.28) stated that the dipslope south from the AONB
12 GKS wAIKSNIZACK IKMISEAS Wb SSyYy Ay Of dzZRSR 6AGKOAY B
indistinguishableN2 ¥ G KS f I yRa Ol L3S dhowniha RREAR waski& ! hb. Q
included within the Area of Great Landscaf@ue, however as set out withgection 5 for
PLCAZ2, this ardeasnow evolved as a series of lakes and waterbodies set within asemi
mature treedlandscape as can be appreciated from views fromTthames Riveralleyside
within PLCAS3A.

6.7 Theparish alsdncludesthe western part of the RiveFhames and associated areatloé
broad valley floor. The Tham®alley floodplain also domates views from the valley side.
PLCAL retains a strong rural character due to the lack of development, similar to the areas of
the River Thames adjacent the settlements of Henley on Thames as found within the AONB

b. Scenic Quality

6.8 As set out on Figure Rey VisualAttributes, the parish provides a high level of scenic
quality, wherelisted Buildings,AncientWoodlands the RivefThames caie appreciated
from a number ofocationswithin adistinctiverural landscape As detailel and evidenced
within section 5 of this report, the study area forms a clear part of the visual setting of the
Chilterns AONB; which include short and long vimiesthe AONBand across the AONB
the east and west to distaritorizons

6.9 The study ara contains a distinctivendevelopedThames Riveralleyside, dry and semidry
valleysand spurswhich can be clearly viewed from areasthe Thames vallefloodplain
Thisareaprovides a development free valley side and skyline which adds teetimeremote
rural quality of the Thames Patfhere arealsoaccess tmumerouspanoramicviews down
and acrosshe Thames Valley landscape
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6.10 The Thames Patilso permits scenic views along the River Thames, across the River Thames
to adjacent fields of pastureith grazing animals and the small island known as Hallsmead
Alt. Additionally there arescenicviewssouth from Sonning Eyte Mill Island

6.11 Listedbuildingsin an open settingrovide featuresof visualinterestwithin this rural
landscape.For example the farmsteads as clusters of vernacular buildings i.e. Bryant Farm,
Bishopslandrarm andthe isolated dwellings |.¢he W®Ildthatched Cottag@ ® a | (1 dzNB | Yy R
AncientWoodlands also provide strong landscape features adding to scenic quality within
the Parish.

6.12 Theoriginal area of gravel extractiomithin PLCABas now been restored to an axef lakes
within a setting of matung riparian vegetation. Thadjacentundevelopedvalley sidealso
enhanceghe rural character of thiarea as well as adding to scenic quality.

C Rarity

6.13 Theparish provides an area similarvisualcharacter and landscape quality as the adjacent
Chilterns AONB within close proximity to the contrasting urban area of Caversham. As
evidenced within liis report the adjacent settlement edge of Caversham is weliatoad
within a dry valley and substantially screened behind a belt of wooddaddrees The
landscape character of thgarish is unique in such close proximity to an urban area, where
Dunsden Green, Playhateind Sonnindeyestill retain their smalsettlementformswhich
KISy Qi o6SSy 28é&hngHosingrdévilopmént as can be evidenced within
other local parishe<Collectively the landscape character has an overwhelming quiiat
character which with itesumerous PRoW providereas of countryside within easy reach for
the residents ofCaversham.

6.14 The River Thames is the longest river in Englahd.flat floodplairandvalley sidgorm part
of itsriparian character. Itstrong rural character due to the lack of development and visual
detractors is also unique in such close proximity to an urban area.

D. Representativeness

6.15 Theparish is representative of the Chilterns LCAChllterns Platea and Valleys and X211
Thames Valley with Fringes. K S & S coptairl tl2 A CT semi enclosgipslope,open
dipslope, woodedlipslopeand the flat floodplain with pasturéll theseLandscape types
are found within the adjacent Chilterns AONB. As shaithin section 5, thearish shares
similar landscape characteristics including topography, vegetation cover, historic landscape
pattern, perceptual qualities as well as strong visual links.

6.16 The RiveThames anddjacent undeveloped flograinprovides a good example of river
and associated floodplain witln enclosing and undevelopeglley side

E. Conservatiointerest

6.17 There are two designated Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) withipahseh, including the extensive
area known as Henley Road Gravel Pit. Blackhouse Wood is also designated including a
proposed adjacent extension into Clayfield Copse. Another proposed LMgSnsijth of the
A4155:at Spanhill Chalk Pit.

6.18 Theparish contains 7 AncieWoodlandsfollowing a similar pattern of frequency as the
Chilterns AONB
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6.19

6.20

6.21

6.2

6.23

6.24
6.25

6.26

6.27

6.28

The parish contains an extensive area offilowing Priority Habitatareas: Coastal and
Floodplain Grazing Marsbeciduous woodlandGood quality serimproved grassland and
Traditional Orchards

With regardto thepk NJ&A 8 KQ& Odzf G dzNF £ KSNAGF ItBrée G KA & KI &

separate small settlement®unsden Gren, Playhatch an&onning Eyeach have a unique
character DunsdenGreensurrounded(frequently containing listed buildingby open
farmlandand scattered farmsteadsith the occasional isolated dwellitgs also retaineds
separate identity from Littlestead GreelRlayhatch locatedt the base of thesemidry valley

has a moregart nucleated andinear form, but is containedithin a periphery of vegetation.
Sonning Eye whiadk partly designated as@nservation Area also contaid8 Listed

buildings There is also a significant area of remaining Ancient Enclosure to the northwest of
Dunsden Green.

The Parish contaires mosaic ofHistoricLandscape yipes(Ancient enclosuréliecemeal
enclosureplannedenclosure and Prairie/amalgamated enclogwiilar to the farmland as
found within the adjacent area of the Chilterns AONB to the east.

F. Recreation Value

Theparish contains a high density of PRoW which lead from the adjacent area of the
Chilterns AONB, down thalley sidgo the River Thames floodplaimheThames Path a
National Trial alsoaligns the Thames River baidditionally there is a network of
permissive paths, although do not contain the same status of PRoWptbeide
recreational access around tmew area 6lakesadjacent the River Thames to the south of
the parish

Thehigh numberof PRoW also provide access to a landscape which is quiet, intact and offers
views to theadjacentAONBo the east and longer views to the wooded character of the
AONB to the west. As well as to theuth withpanoramic views to wider horizons.

The River Thames also provides a section of quiet recreation for boat and river users

As part of the development of the Neighbourhood Diepeent Plan, the parishisin the
process of allocating important open spaces within the three settlement®eal Green
SpacesThissubmissin is presently i draft form, butat thisstage itshould berecognised
that eadt settlement has &igh number of potential Local Gre&paces

Theparish is also easily accessible for a high number of residents within the adjacent urban
area of Caversham

G. Perceptual aspects

A strongly rural landsqe, with low levels of traffiandfew visual detactors. There are
numerousareaswithin the parishincludingPRoW and the Tham&ath where there is a

strong sense of remotenessd seclusion. These perceptual qualities are also more valuable
due to the proximity to adjacenirban areas.

H. Associations

From 1911 to 1913 The celebrated WW1 poet Wilfred Owen lived in Dunsden. On Dunsden
Green there isninformation board whichllustratesthe Wilfred Owen Trailwhich includes
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6.29

6.30

6.31

I ydzYoSNJ 2F 20l GA2ya | aadPohatch8R/ aEGKIAGRE A & K
§ f AR
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TheRiver Thames has extensive associatiorduding withliterature the book®hree Men

in a Boafby Jerome Kleromewhich details a boating expedition along tRéverThames

with a description of the section die Thamesetween Biplake and Sonning Eye as

follows:

The river up to Sonning winds in and out through many islands, and is very placid, hushed,
and lonely.Few faatlk, except at twilight, a pair or two of rustic lovers, walk along its banks.
Q! NNB YR [2NR CAlGTy22RfS KIFI&@S 06SSy tS7¥i

yet reached. Itis a part of the river in which to dream of bygtays, and vanished forms

and faces, and things that might have been, but are not, confound them.

Conclusion

In this respectthe parishwhich includs PLCA, PLCAZPLCAS3A, PLCA3B and PLCA4 should
be included collectivelgs aLocalValuedLandscape ad would thereforefall under national
guidanceNPPFZ021) paragraph 14 (a).

It isalsorecommended that the.ocalValued Landscape alserves the function of
contributing to the separation of settlements as follows:

1. Maintaining theopen rural landscape charactbetween the settlements and
neighbouring CaversharReadingand Binfiéd Heath

2. Preventinghe loss of the distinctive and separate character and identity ofsthe
settlementsand cluster of houses at Littlestead Greas well as their separate
identity from neighbouing Caversham and Reading

3. Avoidingthe incrementalkextensions teeither hamletor villagewhich would erode
their separate character and identity

4.  Contributingto conserving the historic open landscape setting to listed buildings

includingNdzNJ £  FIF NXYadSkRay . AakKz2LlAftlIyRaz / 2N] Qa

church at Dunsden Green and the isolat@id Thatched Cottage on then-named
roadfrom Row Lane t&onnng Common

5.  Protectingthe surviving aresof Ancient Enclosureorth west of Dunsden Gredsee
Figure 3)

6.  Protecting thesetting of the Chilterns AONB, the River Thames and the Arssenit
natural Woodland

7.  Strengtheninghe clear distinction between the settlements by conserving and
enhancing the tree and mature hedgerow cover to the outer edgdsraf ketween
the settlements

8.  Conservinghe openness of the landscape withHt. CA3allowingfor the
improvement to hedgerows as recommended in Section 5;

9.  Contributingto the conservation and enhancement of the open landscape links
between the River Thames and the Chilterns Hills
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11. Conservinghe lack of intervisibility between the built form of the settlements

12. Retainingwell defined boundaries on the ground.

LocalValued Landscapbetweenthe River Thames and the edge of the Chilterns
AONBand the contribution to the separation of settlements

6.32 Itis recommended that the boundary of tlaeea ofthe Local Valuetlandscape extends
from the RiverThames, a welllefined landscape featunep the Thames River valley sitie
the boundary of the Chilterns AONBwould extend wetsvards, reflecting the unity of this
area, the links between the Chilterns AONB and the River Thames, and the extent of the
setting of the AONB.

6.33 The distinctive character tiie two hamlets Dunsden Green, Playhaidhe village of
Sonning Eyand the cluster of houses at Littlestead Grégexperienced in transition
passing along the road networkhey arealso appreciated in views from the edge of the
Chilterns AONB, thieublicRights ofWayand permissive pat network within and on the
boundary of theLocalValuedLandscape

6.34 The additional separation from the neighbouring settlement of Caversham is well defined by
the lineartreed and wooded settlement edge character, the open arable and River Thames
valey side landformTheouter edge of Caversharalocated within a semi dryalley which
collectivelyfurther contributes to separation and screeningitsf builturban form

6.35 Additionally, Littlestead Green has no intervisibility with Caversham, due to the continuation
of this linearwoodland along the edge of Caversham, well hedged small fields and the
AYGSNIBSYAYy3a 1 YyRF2NY® ¢KAA AYUGSNBSYymyha OKLE NI ¢

6.36  Although thearea ofthe LocaValued Landscapeontains some development, theig an
overallabsence of urban form and visual detractondere they do occur suasthe pylons
towards the western boundary of thgarish, ther significance is less due to the intartd
strength ofthe ruralcharacter of the areaAlthough theA4155carries heavy volumes of
traffic at certain times of the day, it still retains its rural charadtg largely beingvithin a
development fredandscape encloseloy mature hedgerow and tree boundaries.

6.37 Itis recognised that thparishincludes some recerdevelopmentwith the smallscale
housing scheméhree detached and one serdetached)at Dene Close iRlayhatch
Additionally,there is proposed anothesmallscalehousing scheméwo detached and one
semidetached) whiclwill replace a small serdietached propertywithin the centre of
Dunsde Green(plamingref: P20/S1993/FUL)Within PLCAZ2a range ohew recreation
facilities have evolved over ¢tast 15 yearsroundand onthe lakes However dueto the
well treed character of the lakesidand the low density of this developmerthis has not
significantly affected the rural views from the River Thames valley side or the sense of the
existing ruraktharacter within theparish andhe separation of the rural settlements from
Reading and Cakgham
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Summary

6.38 Theareashown as d.ocaMValuedLandscapén Figure8 seelsto ensure the retention of the
distinct rural intrinsic beauty and character of each of 4Hearish Landscape Character
Areas (PLCAyithin the parish and Neighbourhood Plan Aree, describedh section 5.
Additionallythe Local Valued landscape atsmtributes to the separation of thiree
settlementsand the cluste of houses at Littlestead Gregas well as contributing to their
rural character

6.39 Eachof the PLCAs connected with each other visually, containing landscape features of
quality within astrong agricultural landscape. Tfaurt [ / thededoreare well above an
W2 NRA Y | NB @nd @éndzyinieNiBkadAaRdScape of high value, intrinsic beauty and
distinctive character, contributing to the setting of tihilternsAONB and that of a rural
section of tke River Thames.
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Parish Landscape Character Af@LCA
PLCA: River ThameandMeadows
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- PLCA&: River Thames, Meadows and Lakes
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PLCBAandPLCA3BDunsden Open Dipslopes and Thames River Valley ¢

PLCA: Dunsden Senrenclosed Dipslopes and ThaniiserValleySide
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